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DVERTISING is news. And when advertising 
tells-you of ways by which many of your needs 

can be met, it is welcome news. Do you make use 
of it as much as you might ? 




















By Edith L. Mapes 
" “But He knoweth the way that I take.” — Job 23: 10. 


SEE no sun, no stars, no moon; 
I hear the dipping oars, 
And know, though teached afar or soon, 
We pull for other shores. 








Afraid, you say, to journey so? 
The floods may overwhelm ? 

I need to see the way? Oh, no! 
My Lord is at the helm. 








Only an Agnostic 


Uncertainty does not help men to help their fel- 
low-men. Ignorance does not qualify men for leader- 
ship. Christian ministers should be leaders, and help- 
ful leaders. Yet many of them to-day frankly confess 
uncertainties and ignorance, and even pride themselves 
son this. Others say that we ought to be fair enough 
not to condemn them for this. The Continent, for ex- 
ample, takes this attitude toward two candidates for the 
ministry who were recently licensed by the New York 
City Presbytery after they had stated, under exami- 
nation, that they did not know whether to believe the 
Gospel records concerning the Virgin Birth of Christ. 
The Contirent comments or this: “Headlines in one 
of the, daily papers stated that the candidates in an- 
swer to this question rejected the virgin birth. These 
headlines, as the story beneath it showed, misrepre- 
sented the actual response. Both asked to be excused 
from affirming a personal belief in that doctrine, but 
both explicitly said that they did not wish to be under- 
stood as denying it. The vote on the motion to 
sustain the examination and license the young men 
was not polled, but was apparently about three to one 
in their favor.” In other words, the Continent urges 
that we should be fair to these young men, and re- 
member that there is no real reason to condemn 
them, inasmuch as they are only agnostics. And 
apparently about three-fourths of the ministers and 
elders in New York Presbytery who voted on these 
candidates agree that if a man is “only an agnostic” 
he is qualified to lead people into the way of eternal 
life by opening to them the Word of God, although 


field to-day, is a sobering one. Should we not make 
sure that those who are commissioned to lead others 
out of death into life know both what and Whom they 


believe? 
The Unknown Test 


Tests are not always announced in advance. 
Many a minister has had the experience of learning 
that, on a certain Sunday morning, a committee from 
some other church attended the preaching service, 
unknown to himself, to listen to his message and get 
their impressions of himself and his ministry. e 
may have wished, after learning this, that he had 
done somewhat differently on that particular Sun- 
day. Both God and men are testing us, continually, 
in ways of which we are quite unaware. Yet we. can 
always be ready to meet the test. And it is always 
unsafe not to be ready. The secret-is a simple one: 
“Whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.” And 
the way to do thiseis to “run with steadfastness the 
race that is set before us, looking unto -Jesus.” He, 
in- us, will meet the test. 


x 
Racing for the Promised Land 


To miss a 
is a tragedy. is -the experiencé 
would-be immigrants have had recently. The news- 
papers have told of the “alien-laden ships” that raced 
over the line to gain entry. into the United States, 
four minutes after midnight of June 30, under the 
new quotas of the restricted immigration law. The 
Philadelphia Public Ledger told of twenty-four ocean 
liners, carrying eleven thousand immigrants from 
forty-three countries, coming in at that time, with a 
score of other liners racing across the Atlantic with 
“other thousands of hopeful immigrants who must 
return to the Near East and Asia after spending the 


romised land,” efter trying for it, men on earth, many of 
many 


doomed to disappointment, as several quotas w 
filled by noon. ... The hope and anxiety are apparent 
to a marked degree on the faces that line the steamers’ 
rails, looking toward the land of promise.” One can 
not but contrast this situation, with its limited quotas 
and the necessary disappointment awaiting many who 
have stopped at no sacrifice to get in, with the offer 
of entry into a Better Land still. Heaven is opened 
freely to “whosoever will” receive salvation and the 
gift of eternal life in Christ Jesus as Saviour and 
Lord. No one who accepts this offer, this Sacrifice, 
this Saviour, will ever be disappointed. 


x 
A Warfare with No Discharge 


It is natural to dread warfare, but it is not super- 
natural. In various places in the Book of Judges 
we read that the tribes of Israel “dwelt” with the 
Canaanites. “They did not drive them out” (Judg. 


1:32) There are many Christians to-day who hold _ 


to the fundamentals of the historic Christian faith 
but who dread controversy, and who would rather 
let error drift on into the church like a great cloud 
of poison gas than to rise and combat it. This is 
fatal. The heart-center of the controversy that is 
affecting the whole Christian church to-day is, “How 
Shall Men be Saved?” There cannot be two methods 
of salvation. Against the Evil wer against wie 
s¢ na i an 

inst unseen powers of aoe! ie axes no 
a ent in the warfare, because souls of men are at 
stake. The Rev. Percy G. Parker, of Lynton, Eng- 
land, tells of a New Year’s Eve watch-night meeting 
around a comfortable fire where there was singing of 
hymns and happy fellowship but no great anxiety 
“about the prodigal world outside.” “Just on the 
tick of twelve, as we knelt in silence, there came from 
somewhere without, from the midst of a dark, cold 
wood, the bleating of a poor lost lamb! That was 
all.” Settling down in ease in Zion, and letting 
things drift — is desertion. 


A New Fellowship of Christian Believers 


At the annual Victorious Life Conference held 
in Philadelphia in January, 1923, addresses were 
made on “The New Fellowship” by the Rev. 
Howard B. Dinwiddie, Secretary of the Victori- 
ous Life Testimony, and Mr. Charles Gallaudet 
Trumbull, Editor of The Sunday School Times. 
Portions of these two messages are given here- 
with, as a prayerful invitation, to all God’s chil- 
dren throughout the world who are so led, to 
unite in this Fellowship of Christian Believers. 
At the conference mentioned 127 persons signed 
their names in expression of their purpose thus 
to unite in the Fellowship. 


NE of the greatest privileges of my life -was 
when I traveled, some years ago, through a 
number of cities of the United States, to get 
in touch with the spiritually-minded people of those 
cities. I found that there existed in those various 
cities a fellowship —that if you could get hold of 
one person who loved the Lord whole-heartedly, 
earnestly, and had an outspoken testimony for him, 
it was just like the end of a ball of yarn, and by pull- 
ing on that person, so to speak, you could find an- 
other, and another, and another. They all knew 
one another; you could open up the whole spiritual 
life of the town, and you could find in a very s#mple 
way just by this felhewship the people in the town 
who loved the Lord with a whole-hearted devotion. 
They knew one another. ° 
You may say, “This is not a new fellowship.” 
No, it is not. As the Apostle John wrote that he 
had no new commandment to write to his disciples, 
and then in the next verse said, “I have a new com- 


mandment,” so this fellowship is as old as the Church 
of Christ; as old as the love of men to their Master; 
as old as the bond that exists between the hearts 
of those who love the Lord and have followed him 
and have common joys, and common sorrows, and a 
common purpose. But again it is new, new in its 
manifestations, new in its expressions; and there are 
different ways in which this fellowship comes to us. 


The Fellowship of the Word, Written and Living 
—This call that comes to us and has been expressed 
in the Church of God is a call to the Fellowship of 
the Word, the written Word, as revealing the liv- 
ing Word. Why? Because of the great passion God 
has put in the hearts of his children for his written 
Word, the only standard of righteousness the world 
has ever had. More than that, it is the only revelation 
God has ever given to men to make himself known as 
he shows himself from cover to cover of his Book as 
the great God, seeking for, pleading for, working 
for, fellowship with men. 

And this Book is a book that is hid deep in the 
hearts of God’s children. Onslaughts have come 
upon it. Men to-day are not attacking the reading 
of the Word, but are attempting to destroy the very 
Word itself, to render it valueless. And there eomes 
from the heart of the Lord Jesus, as he calls men to 
manifest themselves in their loyalty to him, “Who is 
on the Lord’s side? unto Me!, This is my Way, this 
is my Voice, this is my Revelation of myself!” 

We have seen spring up over the world many mani- 
festations of this loyalty. It has come to us through 
conferences, through conventions, through associa- 
ttons; it has come to us through unions for the Word 
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of God. Take the Bible Union of China, that sprang 
up almost as a mushroom of the night, but shows 
the sturdy vigor of the oak. Take the Bible League 
of India and Burma. What does it all mean? Just 
one thing: the instinctive response of the heart of 
God's people to the written Word of God, and the 
response to him whom it reveals, Jesus Christ, the 
only hope of the world. - 


The Fellowship in His Work.—All over the world 
to-day men are going forth, keeping alive the vision 
of pioneer missions, turning their backs on comforts 
and ease and safety, and going into the lonely, little- 
trodden wilderness, and going into the fastnesses; of 


the forests of the tropics. Why? Because they have ™ 


heard the call of the Master, of fellowship in his 
work, in his sacrifice, in his laid-down life. : 


Again the call is to fellowship in the Fellowship of 
His Life— Christ-like living, for the hunger of the 
hearts of the people of God turns to a life that shall 
be Christ-like as the flower turns toward the sun, 
- and the hearts of those who know him long tobe 
like him. 

I was speaking in a Western State two years ago, 
and there were some Danes present. One of them 
told me, after the message (I spoke of the call of 
Christ to a people who would be like him), “Oh, it 
has been good to hear your words, I have not heard 
words like that for thirty years!” 

“Where did you hear them?” I asked. 

“In Denmark,” he answered. 

“Who spoke them?” I inquired. 

“There were a people there in Denmark,” he told 
me, “who were longing to live a Christ-like life.” 

I asked him what they called them, and he said he 
did not know, but he just spoke of them as “the 
holy people.” 

We find a great expression in the Keswick Con- 
vention in England, which sprang from a little fel- 


lowship where a small group of people met in a. 


little tent and decided to meet the hunger of their 
hearts in their longing for Scriptural holiness; and 
that fellowship has grown and has been perhaps the 
greatest factor in the church life of England, if. not 
of the world, in the last forty-five years. 

In the Victorious Life Conferences in this coun- 
try we have the same teaching, and through the 
length and breadth of this land men are asking us to 
come and tell them of the message of Christ and of 
his provision for daily living. What does it signify? 
Ah, just another aspect of the same drawing of the 
heart to the Christ whom we love. 


The. Fellowship of His Intercession—There have 
sprung up over this world, rapidly multiplying, 
scores and scores and scores and scores. of prayer 
groups. They meet together without denominational 
lines or within denominational lines, drawn -by.a 
common purpose, the need of the world, the longing 
for the will of Christ to be done on this earth, the 
longing that God’s people may be a witness and: a 
power for him, the longing that his working may be 
shown in the salvation of souls, There is a great 
fellowship of prayer that literally encircles the globe. 


The Fellowship of His Presence-—Some one asked 
a Christian leader, “Tell me: how can you get peo- 
ple to respond to the second coming of the Lord?” 

He answered: “It is the easiest thing in the world. 
Get them to love him, and they will want to see him.” 

We find a longing over this world that has spread 
from church to church, from community ta commu- 
nity, from this great truth of the near return of our 
Lord. And the longing deepens day by day as the 
shadows around us grow thicker. Men long to see the 
coming of the Lord. 


The Call for Prayer —And this call, beloved, is to 
us a call for prayer; for though this mighty move- 
ment is in progress, organized by no man, brought 
forth of God among his faithful ones, there is a 
movement that is organized, and there comes from 
over the world the cry of entreaty for the prayers 
of God's people where the darkness deepéns and. the 
pressure intensifies. 

I saw, not long ago, the appeal of a missionary 
who was standing almost alone in his field. The 


hosts of Modernists were crowding in upon him, and © 


his heart was broken as he saw those who had 
been taught the faith now being taught that that 
faith was founded on a word that was not the in- 
fallible Word of God. He stood there alone, and 
out of his great need he wrote to Christian friends 
an appeal for prayer. 

I talked with another man, who knew of the great 
conflict that had been surging, about conditions in 
China. He knew that there was a-controversy, and 
that there were some missionaries there, a minority of 
them, who were unfaithful to the Word. Said ‘he, 
“You tell the men at home who have been saying 
these things that we missionaries know what they 
say is true, and we thank God they are free to speak. 
We are not. What is going to become of us?” 

Some years ago I had the opportunity of attending 
a ministers’ meeting. I was a stranger in the town, 
and slipped in with another man. I heard one man 
get up and invite the ministers to a meeting for 
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what they are calling 
itual Life.” 

I was amazed beyond expression when I saw how 
furiously, venomously, he was assaulted by a minister 
of brilliant powers, a minister whose church was 
packed and overflowing with people. The man who 
had stood in his town for a testimony to Christ in 
the deepening of the spiritual life was assaulted be- 
fore his brethren in bitter words that seemed almost 
to border on the blasphemous, and never a man lifted 
his voice. Other men are standing these things’ in 
other places. 


“The Deepening of the Spir- 


The Call from the High Priest-—The call ‘that ” 


comes to you.and to me is from the One who, within 


- the veil, is interceding for every member of his Body; 


and his cell is this: “Who is on the Lord’s side? 
unto Me; unto Me in the place of intercession; unto 
Me for the great fellowship that will reach to the 
ends of the earth; unto me in the prayer that will 
hold back the forces of evil; unto me in the prayer 
that will restrain the forces of the governments of 


‘the world until my people shall be gathered out; unto 


me in the prayer for the power of the Holy Spirit 
that shall make those men and women in isolated 
places stand with all the might of God; unto me in 
the building up of the Body of Christ and in its 
preparation till I shall return; unto me in the minis- 
try / the Church of Christ that lost souls may be 
saved!” 


There can be no fullest fellowship in prevailing 
prayer except as that prayer is based on the words 
of our Lord and the teachings of our Lord, which 
means the whole Bible. “If ye abide in me, and m 
words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will and it 
shall be done unto you.” 

The Council of the Victorious Life Testimony, 
after much prayer, have been led to ask God's chil- 
dren whether they would like to enter into a simple 
fellowship of prayer, united in a personal acceptance 
of the fundamentals of the Christian faith, as those 
fundamentals are found in the Word of God and 
have always been accepted by the evangelical Chris- 
tian Church through the nineteen centuries of the 
Christian era. 


Let me mention some of the fundamentals which - 


we in these conferences believe and teach. 

As we center everything in Christ himself we put 
him first, and believe that Christ is not only 
but man, not only man but God; so we believe in the 


deity and humanity of Christ, as no man has ever . 
been God, and as God only iti Jesus ever becatne man. ; 


That’ requires the virgin birth of this uniqué God- 
man, ‘born as no other man has ever been born since 
the world began, whose father was fot a ‘man ‘but 
God, and whose mother was.a virgin. 

We believe that this virgin-born Christ made 
atonement for the sins of men by his own shed blood 
and death, and that following his substitutionary, 
atoning death God the Father raised him from the 
dead; so we believe in the bodily resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

We believe that our Lord ascended in that same 
body (but changed in the resurrection) to the throne 
of God in heaven, there to make intercession for us, 
and that from there he gave- the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, the Third Person of the Trinity, to abide in 
the Church and in believers forever. And we be- 
lieve that it is the privilege of all members of the 
Body of Christ to-day to live the Spirit-filled life, 
walking in the Spirit in victory and love, “the Life 
that is Christ.” 

We believe that those who have received Jesus 
Christ as the Son of God and, by his death, as 
their own personal Saviour, are to spend all eternity 


‘in conscious fellowship with him; and that those who 


shall not have received Jesus Christ as their Saviour 
will (because it is so declared in God’s Word, and 
more often through the lips of the Lord Jesus him- 


‘self than through any one else) spend all eternity 


in everlasting, conscious torment. 

We believe all this because it is all declared in 
God’s Word; for we believe that the Bible is wholly 
God's inspired and infallible Word, all, as originally 
given to holy men of old by the Holy Spirit. 

And we believe that that last Great Commission 
uttered by our Lord as recorded in the last chapter 
of Matthew is the duty and privilege of the Church 
and of every member of the Church: to send: or 
carry the Gospel into the whole world, making dis- 
ciples of every nation, and building up the Body of 
Christ,— not only saving the lost, but teaching and 


‘building up those who are the saved into: the likeness 


of Christ. 

And we look for the personal return of “this same 
Jesus,” who “shall so come in like manner” as he 
went. 

There are multitudes of God’s children, all over the 
world, who are bound together by their common be- 
lief in these precious truths, and who are hungry for 
fellowship and for drawing closer together. What 





1A pamphlet giving the Doctrinal Position of the Vic- 

torious Life Testimony may be had from The Sunday 
School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, 
Pa., at 30 cents a dozen, or 3 cents each. 
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would it mean to them if many should commence a 
regular, united intercession for all the members of 
the Body of Christ throughout the world, that the 
anointing of the Holy Spirit shall be upon them and 
ourselves- for such an evangelization of the lost at 
home and abroad as God longs to have, in order to 
complete the Body of Christ, that the Lord Jesus may 
come back? : 

We would ask all who believe that God would have 


us unite in such a prayer fellowship of Christian be- 


lievers, believers in his Word and in all that it: de- 
clares, to take the opportunity of entering such a fel- 
lowship, of prayer by signing the Declaration of Inter- 
cession that is here given. Will you prayerfully .con- 


. sider whether the Lord Jesus is calling you into this 
-prayer fellowship for the whole body of Christ? . 


DECLARATION. OF INTERCESSION IN 
A FELLowsHip or CHRISTIAN BELIEVERS 

Beievinc that there is a great need for world-wide 
fellowship among Christian believers, that they may 
unite in intercession (Eph. 6:18), in testimony (Rev. 
12:11), in service Rom. 12:1,11), and in sympa- 
thetic bearing of one another’s ‘burdens (Gal. 6:2); 
BELiEvING that God is calling upon his people: to 

(Continued on the next page). - 
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Is it Wrong to Write Fiction? . 


I have read The Sunday School Times more or less 
regularly for thirty years, and have a great deal of 
confidence in its convictions, -Please state your opin- 
ion as to whether it. is right or wrong to write fiction. 
—A Canadian Reader. 


The writing of fiction is the exercise of one of the 
most remarkable gifts with which the Creator en- 
dowed man when he created him in his own image — 
the gift of imagination. God only can create; man 
can only “make.” God speaks, and a universe springs 
into being. Man can follow God in actual creation 
only in speaking the word which makes a world of 
the ‘mind come into existence—a little world, or a 
part of one, peopled with imaginary characters, whom 


‘we may even learn to love, and who may teach-us les- 


sons of nobility and gentleness, and in every Way ‘in- 
‘spire us in our own’ character building. *A ‘story’ is 
told ‘of the author, Thackeray;' whom a‘ friend ‘met 
coming out'of his house weeping, and who, when asked 
the cause of -his: distress, replied, “I have just killed 
Colonel Newcome.” An author who comes to have 
-such an affection for one of his characters usually 
inspires in those who read his books the same feeling. 

Not all fiction is in books. -Many platform speakers 
use it with telling effect. It is said that when Dr. 
Robert E. Speer heard Moody preach on the four 
men who brought their paralytic friend to Christ, de- 
scribing - the imaginary conversation they had with 
each other as they were performing the difficult task 
of getting their friend upon the roof and then through 
the roof into the room below, he said, “Now I know 
why God gave men imagination.” And Dr. W.''J. 
Erdman once told--a friend that Moody learned how 
to use imagination when he heard Dr. Bonar of Scot- 
land picture Paul’s visit to Peter at Jerusalem, the 
Scotch preacher, as it were, personally conductihg 
his congregation through the city and ‘letting them 
hear the conversation of the two apostles as they vis- 
ited the scenes of the Lord’s mighty words and works. 

God inspired the writers of the Bible to put in some 
fiction. The pathetic story that the’ prophet Nathan 
told David about the rich man’s robbery of ‘the :ppor 
man’s little ewe lamb,, with the purpose of making the 
King realize his own sin, seems evidently ta have been 
fiction, reflecting real life, of course, as fiction always 
does. Is it not probable that some of our Lord’s par- 
ables were fiction, such as the story. of the Good Sa- 
maritan and that of the Prodigal Son? It is true 
enough that such. things had doubtless happened as 
that of men who went down to Jericho falling among 
thieves, and our Lord’s hearers may have. been re- 
minded, as he was speaking, of particular Jewish boys 
who had left their fathers’ homes to go to such great 
cities as Alexandria, or Rome, or Athens to spend 
their patrimony in riotous living; yet we need not 
force ourselves into the conviction that our. Lord was 
actually giving a bit of biography as he drew his won- 
derful lesson from the story of this repentant boy and 
his forgiving father. A former editor of Lippincott’s 
Magazine, an authority on short story. writing, has 
said that the parable of the Prodigal Son is the great- 
est short story ever recorded. 

It is true enough that Satan may pervert this gift 
of writing fiction, and is doing so in current literature 
to the peril of human souls; but notwithstanding this, 
God can and does set his seal of blessing on works 


‘ of imagination, if the gift is put in his hands, as Bun- 


yan did when he wrote his Spirit-illumined allegory of 
the Christian life, “The Pilgrim’s Progress.” 
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Finding a Pot of Croesus’ Gold! 


Archeologists at Sardes dig up staters of Cyrus’ time 
By Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D. xeon rricie iets Seminary 











Ais every great war there is a revival of 








Spiritism, and people who at all other times - 


are most sober-minded begin to say, “Who can 
tell?” In the presence of every mystery some people 
become star-eyed and restive. ‘It does sometimes 
seem that the less inclined people are to believe in a 
revelation from God or prayer to God in heaven, 
the more ready they are to believe in the interference 
of léss benevolent spirits from elsewhere, 

And so, when in the ordinary course of affairs 
some people connected with the discovery of Tut- 
ankhamen’s hiding place have died, these mystery 
hawkers lay their fingers on their lips with a “hist,” 
and solemnly announce that “they expected it.” “It 
is the curse of the Pharaohs,” whatever that may be. 
They tell us it follows all who “meddle with those 
royal dead.” There is a voluminous literature of the 
Wisdom of Egypt and the marvels of black magic 
which no Egyptologist recognizes, if, indeed, he take 
the time to read any of it, and which it is certain the 
ancient Egyptian’ would not have understood, if he 
had had an opportunity to see it. That individual was 
something of a soothsayer himself, and had explana- 
tions of his own which he preferred. Unfortunately 
that literature is read by a great many who could 
much better employ their time over real information 
concerning Egypt. Instead they look wise and prattle 
about the witchcraft of ancient Egypt and the “curse 
of the Pharaohs.” 

The facts about Egyptian magic so far as known 
are these:- The ancient Egyptians had magicians 
who did wonderful things, but not more wonderful, 
and probably in fact nothing more, than is done by 
prestidigitateurs for our amusement to-day. It is 
also not impossible, not improbable, that they did 
also lay some poisonous traps for grave robbers, as 
they certainly did arrange certain architectural devices 
to trap unwary intruders. But all such poisons have 
probably been long ago absorbed by surrounding ele- 
ments in earth and air, or been transmuted by chemical 
action into something entirely different in its effect. 
At any rate, a hundred years of research has not 
seryed to arouse much suspiciousness in the minds of 
Egyptologists, who totally ignore the oracular: warn- 
ings, and go right on with their work —in safety! 

Moreover, .Egyptologists are not the ones most 
likely to be injured in case of-real danger. A deserter 
in battle was halted by one who claimed to be a gene- 
ral. The fellow on the run expressed incredulity at 
the claim, for “he did not think he was back that 
far”! The scaremongers have gotten back too far 
when they have found the archeologists. If any 
kind of poison, or plague, or other curse, of .Pharaoh 
is laid in the ancierit tombs, those so “far back” as the 
Egyptologists would not be the ones to get it, but 
rather the workmen who are up at the front and get 
the first whiff of stale air from the opened tomb, and 
first come into contact with things that might be 
contaminated. Yet there is no strange mortality 
among such workmen, and they who have engaged in 
it are eager to be employed again in the fascinating 
work. The mystery surrounding the death of Lord 
Carnarvon was largely that of withholding informa- 
tion. People’ of none too scrupulous imagination 
can inject many things into secretiveness, 


HE NOT not only surrounded himself by a loyal 
and enthusiastic group of associates and em- 
ployees, but became as much an object of devotion to 
the Turkish workmen as he was to the students at 
home. Such is the encomium upon the kindly spirit 
of the lamented Professor Butler of Princeton in 
his work at Sardes—in the midst of the war-torn 
area of Asia Minor. What a tribute to the spirit of 
a scientist ! 

But Butler is gone, and the looters who go with 
every war and follow in its wake, whether profiteers 
the world over, or bandits who rob banks and stores 
in America and hold up trains in China, or indus- 
trialists who contract great debts and then debase 
the currency in order.to amass untold millions in 
paying their debts, or’ ordinary petty thieves and 
grave robbers, as in Sardes, have been at work, and 
much of the accumulation of the work of Professor 
Butler in Asia Minor has been lost, probably for- 
ever. War makes lots of ruins that are worthless 
now, and it also destroys ancient ruins, and so takes 
away the possibility of scientific investigation of 
them. War did open up the Bible lands for research, 
wt is hoped, and a bursting shell at Jericho did un- 
cover a beautiful mosaic pavement not known or 
even suspected; yet on the whole war is destruction, 
not production, here as elsewhere. 


is what 

every native of the Orient believes to be the ob- 
ject of search of every archeologist,— what, indeed, 
every archeologist vaguely hopes for and sometimes 
‘finds, it is what the Butler expedition ‘to Sardes did 
actually find: “a pot of gold,” a pot of the gold 


Ato of gold’—how romantic! It 


staters of Croesus! It is safe to guess that there will 
be a lot of digging now in that neighborhood. that 
will not be reported in The Sunday School Times.or 
elsewhere. From the date of. the staters it. is 
thought that they were probably hidden for safety. at 
the invasion of the dominions of Creesus by Cyrus in 

Cyrus restored the gold of the’ Temple .to 
the returning Jewish exiles in Babylon, and in Sardes 
these gold staters were hidden from the same Cyrus, 
bent upon conquest and plunder, and now they are 
dug up for our information. How amazing are the 
intricacies of Divine providence! As I write in the 
observation car of a running train, long vistas. of the 
Mississippi River open before my eyes. So these 
little pieces of gold in an old earthen pot open vistas 
of twenty centuries of Occidental progress and. more 


than four centuries of Oriental conquest and rapine . 


to look in upon one of the great doings of God with 


-his “servant Cyrus,” whom he called from the East. 


Theodore Leslie Shear, in American Journal of Archeology, 
1922, Pp. 389-409. 
+4 


| Bue by little the growth of early civilization 
in Babylonia emerges like the photographic image 
in the dark room. Nothing has contributed more to 
this result than the treasures of the Nippur Library 
in the Museiim of the University of Pennsylvania. 
Recent publications by L. Legrain among these tab- 
lets make it possible to trace the history, reign by 
reign, back to about 4000 B.C., and fix the dates of 
the kings with approximate accuracy. -Unless it be 
possible to fix some date by astronomical calcula- 
tions, as is being attempted, it is not likely that dates 
will ever be: more than approximately determined for 
that early time. But to get the list of kings in proper 
order and the length of the whole period approxi- 
mately correct, will go a long way toward most 
satisfactory history. 

L. Legrain, Publications of Babylonian Section of the 
Museum of the University of Pennsylvania, XIII. 


HE Pan-Babylonists still “dream dreams and 

see visions.” As fast as Professor Clay wakes 
them up from one dream they go to sleep and dream 
another. In the latest “vision” H. Zimmern attempts 
to show that ancient Babylonian religion furnished 
Parseeism and Judaism, and even Christianity with 
much material, especially on the side of the mysteries, 
although he admits that on. the side of. mysticism, 


that is to say in the spiritual elements, another source’ 


has to be supposed. This other source is, of course, 
not revelation in any case, but an Indo-European 
source! It is strange how people who find it so dif- 
ficult to believe in the doings of God can so easily 
believe in some other source of influence on little or 
no evidence at all. 


H. Zimmern, Zeitschrift Morganl, Ges. LXXVI, 1942, pp. 
36-54. 
4 


667TYHE load of an ass’? was the standard of value 

for exthange in ancient Babylonia, as shown by 
recent discoveries in that land. This supplies us with 
an illustration of how one little fact opens a window 
into a whole period of civilization. It is evident from 
the “load of an ass” being chosen by custom as the 
standard of value in exchange that the ass was the 
beast of burden, the means of transportation, in that 
age; and, as the. “ass’s load” in this.case was_a load of 
barley, it is also evident that the people were then 
pre-eminently . agricultural, since an - agricultural 
product was chosen as a standard of value. Later 
silver. money was used also, which would only ;be 
when some people had desire for exchange who had 
no agricultural products, and so a common denomina- 
tor of exchange came to be a convenience. 


W. Schenzner, Orient. Lit. XXIV, 1921, Cols. 21-as. 
w 


RCHEOLOGISTS are capable of some queer “as- 
sured results” at times, quite as queer as specula- 
tive critics. Here is another that goes well with. the 
Pan-Babylonism of Professor Zimmern, . quoted 
above. A. Jirku claims for a text discovered by the 
Germans, .at Ashur, among a list of gods, “Habiru, 






, tion to this pamphlet. 
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god of the Habiru.” He immediately assures us 
that these Habiru are the Habiri of the Tel el- 
Amarna tablets, and these the Hebrews of the Bible, 
and that this god Habiru is identical with Eber, the 
ancestor of the Hebrews. In like manner the Arabs 
were persuaded (?) that Allenby was surely of them- 
selves, for was not Allenby simply an English form 
of Allah nebi, Prophet of God? 


A. Jirku, Orient. Lit. XXIV, 1919, Cols. 246, 247 
3 


°c a are appearing in the daily press of dis- 
coveries at Beisan, the ancient Beth Shan, rival- 
ing the ‘Tutankhamen discovery in interest, or at least 
in representation. The public will do well to await 
without undue excitement until we are certain of 
reliable information. 


Sr. Louts. 
w 


A New Fellowship of Christian Believers 
(Continued from the preceding page) 


“declare . . . all the counsel of God” (Acts 20: 27), 
which according to his Word, the Bible, includes 
the following doctrines: 

The full and unique Inspiration and inerrancy of the 
whole Bible, the infallible Word of God, as given in the 
original autograph manuscripts of the Scriptures; 

The Godhead of the Trinity, eternally one God in 
three Persons, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; 

The Virgin Birth of the Son, Jesus Christ, in his in- 
carnation on earth; 

' The substitutionary Atonement for the sins of all man- 
kind by the sacrificially shed blood and death of Christ 
on the cross; : 

The Resurrection of the body of Christ (in which he 
died .on the cross), and his Ascension in that now glo- 
rified body to the right hand of the throne of God in 
Heaven; 

The lost condition of all mankind by nature, and sal- 
vation by faith alone in Christ as Saviour, not by works, 
by which no flesh shall be justified; 

The personal, visible Return of Christ to this earth to 
establish his Kingdom among men; 

The eternal blessedness, in fellowship with God, of all 
men who thus savingly believe in Jesus Christ; 

The everlasting conscious punishment, in @nal_ sep- 
aration from God, of all who reject Christ as Saviour; 


BELIEVING all the above doctrines myself as in- 
cluded in God’s perfect and infallible revelation of 
truth to men; 

I HEREBY DECLARE my purpose to unite with all 
others who are so led, in systematic intercession for 
the whole body of Christ on earth, that all its mem- 
bers may be cleansed and anointed by the Holy Spirit 
for daily living of the Spirit-filled life, may be pro- 
tected and strengthened against all attacks of un- 
belief in whatever form, and may enter into their 
full stewardship of evangelization at home and 
abroad,— especially of those peoples to whom no 
message of the Gospel has yet gone,—that the lost 
may be saved and the saved may be built up, in 
preparation for the return of our Lord. 

(signature) 


ee eee ee ee 


It is understood, by those who unite in this Fel- 
lowship, that there are fellow Christians who, for 
one reason or another, cannot conscientiously sign 
this declaration, and it is heartily recognized that 
the question of signing is not necessarily a test 
of either fellowship or Christian faith. 

(This paper is to be kept, as.a prayer reminder, by the 
signer. ‘The detachable perforated slip is to be filled out 
with the name and full address of the signer and mailed 
to’ A Fellowship of Christian Believers, 80 Stafford Build- 
ing, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa., U. S. A.) 

’ (For perforated slip) 


I have this day signed the above Declaration of 
Intercession and send this duplicate signature to be 
kept by A Fellowship of Christian Believers, 80 Staf- 
ae Building, 1114 ChestnutSt., Philadelphia, Pa., 

3. A. 


Pe iccuraevoseeeesseseeasseeesaenew se 


ORR RAGE vo ccc vas cenccdacts PT re eT eee Te 


These messages by Mr. Dinwiddie and Mr. Trumbull, 


‘in much fuller form, are published as a pamphlet entitled 


“A Fellowship of.Christian Believers,” and God’s children 
are asked to help in giving the widest possible distribu- 
It may be ordered from A Fellow- 
ship of Christian Believers, 80 Stafford Building, 1114 Chest- 


.nut Street, Philadelphia, Pa., at 50 cents a dozen copies, 
.$4 a hundred, or 5 cents each, postpaid. 
‘giving only the Declaration of Intercession in a Fellow- 


A single leaflet 


ship of Christian Believers, which appears here, to be 


‘kept: by individual signers while the duplicate perforated 


slip is to be -signed and sent to the office of the Fellow- 
ship, may be had from the same address at 10 cents a 


.dozen copies, 35 cents for fifty, or 2 cents each for single 


copies, postpaid. 
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When a Little Loose Place Gets “ Heredified’ 


Then come ears and eyes and “sich like,” so declares Uncle Rastus on Evolution 





oon 
a 





(Concluded from last week) 


Rastus Augustus, a pompous old colored man, is the 
college janitor who “listens in” on the class in biology 
and is aided and abetted by fun-loving students who 
delight in teaching him theories which work confusion 
in the colored community, and rehearse him in words 
and phrases quite beyond his reach. 

Mammy Lou, the accepted sage among the women 
and known in the little colored church as a “Scrip- 
torian,” makes no secret of her scorn for any theory 
that would put the Bible in eclipse. As occasion de- 
mands, she works in the home of one of the profes- 
sors who, not sharing the views of his colleagues, helps 
Mammy Lou to defend her faith, much to the discom- 
fort of her mate. 

Jeff is a visiting nephew who wonders why his 
uncle is no longer a worker in the church, and Rastus 
undertakes an explanation. 


NLY after Mammy Lou had erased fifteen 

chalk marks trom the stovepipe and promised 

to restrain herself, could Rastus be induced 
to continue his explanation. In the meantime Mammy 
and Jeff had spent two hours with her favorite pro- 
fessor,—the only man in the city who had really 
studied the evidences against Darwinism. 

“Uncle Ras, ’splain about how come backbone and 
joint bones, and heart, lungs, hot blood, and voice.” 

“First off they is tough places in the meat, and lime 
settle in ’em till it’s bone. The backbone bend ’cause 
it’s all notched up and stuck together. It’s holler 
and got the telephone cable in it. J'int bones is 
some holler and got fat in ’em. Jest how come the 
j‘ints that never need greasin’ and never squeak and 
don’t pull apart and grow as the meat grows, ain't 
never been ‘splained. Colonel Darwin admit they is 
some things what is at present in-ex-plicable. Now 
in the start, blood is jest vittle-juice, and the heart is 
jest a little pocket what git painless cramps and push 
the blood where it is needed, and after awhile it 
*velop valves.” 

“Let me git air,” said Mammy, going to the door. 

“Would a valve be any ‘count till it’s a complete 
valve?” 

“If you want me to ’splain, you listen, not hunt 
for doubts. As I was sayin’, lungs is jest a ’velop- 
ment of a fish’s swimbladder.” 

“How come the swimbladder ?” 

“It evolute when they ain't nobody to see; anyhow 
it ain’t important. It’s same way with blood; when 
animals ’velop so they git hair and feathers, the laws 
work together so as the blood git het up. Talk about 
somethin’ worth while.” 

“But afore blood git het up, the animals can jest 
freeze up and not eat all winter, and when they is 
thawed out they git hungry only ever’ three weeks, 
more or less, like snakes in a circus. Now Uncle Ras, 
how can it help ‘em to survive, to git het up so as they 
can freeze to death and starve to death and ketch cold 
and git overhet in the summer?” 

“If you know so doggone much about it, why you 
axin’ me?” said Rastus. 

“Beg pardon, Uncle Ras, Tell us how come eyes 
and ears and sich like.” 

“Pears like they is come a time when some little 
wiggler let his head float outa the water, and he git 
a freckle or a blister or a sunburn, and it feel different 
in sunlight as it does in shadder, and so he ’void sun- 
stroke and sickly dark corners, and it help him sur- 
vive. When it help him survive, he ’bliged to heredity 
it, all the chillun git it moreso, and after a million 
years it’s eyes.” 

“Heredify?” 

“That mean, he make a heredity outa it. Same way 
they is come a loose place on his head what rattle and 
buzz when they is a noise, and it gits heredified, and 
the chillun use it more and more, and it gits to be 
ears, Same way, voice is a rattle box in the throat.” 

“How do the little chillun understan’ all the pitch- 
ers and noises what git in their head?” 

“*Cause they got instinct.” 

“How come instinct?” 

“Instinct is jest experience heredified.” 

“How do such little fool fellers know they got an 
experience ?” 

“Experience is jest a string of memories like a 
string of beads.” 

“What is memory made of, and how did the first 
One git started?” . 

“Memory is — oh, shet up!” 

“This evolutionism is more wonderfuller than a 
miracle. It take a sore spot, and make a holler ball, 
and put it in a socket, and fill it with juice, and make 
it a lens, and show it how to focus, and make a 
pucker curtain for it, and fix an overflow drain, and 
wash it with tears and put jt on a universal j’int, and 
fit a steerin’ gear to aim it, and slidin’ doors to 
kiver it.” 

“Where you git all this machine shop stuff? I was 


’splainin’ eyes, not automybiles,” said Rastus in 
alarm. “You is purty nigh as cantankerous as your 
aunt.” 

“I ‘low it a heap of botheration to have eyes afore 
they is all fixed up complete like. I'd ruther have 
glass winders in my head as to have eyes what got 
No curtains or lids ‘veloped.” 

Mammy saved the discussion from impending. col- 
lapse by a mock examination of Jeff’s head and the 
remark, as she rapped on his skull, “The shell is too 
thick; ‘cept it’s a bay winder, then. he haf to stan’ 
on his head to see his feet.” 

The tension somewhat eased by the laughter, Jeff 
continued: “Why don’t we see eyes a’ gittin’ where 
they ain’t none?” 

“'Velopment of new organs is so slow that history 
ain’t live long a nuf to ketch ’em-at it, but geologers 
dig up shells and bones and peterfied remains what 
show that some animals git here after others. The 
Bible say they is jest created that a way, but science 
say one kind jest add and subtract a little to a time, 
and so one kind git to be another kind.” 

“How many cells has the little feller got when they 
leave remains what you dig up?” ' 

“P’ofessor say we has got sixty twillion cells, and 
the biggest animal what leave remains in the deepest 
oy what we find ’em, is "bout a pound or so, more 
or. less.” 

Jeff calculated a moment and said, “’Pears like 
they is got a long, long piece on the road afore they 
leave any evidence, if they is three hundred billion 
times as big as when they start. Hypothesis gota 
jump a long jump. Mebbe it ain't jest size that counts, 
*cause insects is further along as we are, ’cause they 
has a lota legs and wings, and the study books say a 
fly have eight thousand eyes and a dragon fly have 
fifty-six thousand. Do you ’spect we will git trigged 
up with a flashlight like a lightning bug and a spinnin’ 
wheel like a spider in another million years?” 

“We got all we will ever git ’cept brains, ‘cause evo- 
lution give only what you can’t survive if you don’t 

it it.” : 
s “But, Uncle Ras, it give some things for trade- 
marks and ‘cause it look pirty, and-it give some hind- 
rances:so one don’t survive too’ much and kill all the 
others.” 

“No, sir-ee!” said Rastus, striking a fist into an 
open palm. Where you git that fool nonsense? Col- 
onel Darwin say, if any critter get a ’quipment made 
to help another kind of animal or for folks to look at, 
or jest for variety, it ’stroy his doctrine.” (Chapter 
6, “Origin of Species.”’) 

“S’posen the hawk raise sixteen babies and the quail 
raise two? S’posen they is one proto-feller outa a 
the squintillions of ’em ’velop into big bird, fast as 
a pigeon, with quills like a porcupine, and claws like 
an eagle, and smell like a skunk, and appetite like a 
crow, and pizen like a rattlesnake, and it swim like 





The March of the Primordial Germ 


By Z. T Osborn, in the Presbyterian 


Primordial germ! Amoeba king! 
We seek thy past with tears; 

To find where dwellest thou age, 
Five hundred million years, 

Didst come from high? Divine his breath? 
Leave not the earth to find him; 

He crossed the gulf ’twixt life and death, 
And burned the bridge behind him! 


Behold him once a brainless speck, 
With neither voice nor feeling; 
But, lo, he stretches out his neck, L 
And pretty soon he’s squealing! 

His wiggling’s rather-hard at first; 
How shall we leg and spine him, 

He spans the gulf Non Vertebrae, 
And burns the bridge behind him! 


And so he comes, and so-he goes; 
He’s always a-progressing; 
So manifold his change of clothes, 
It keeps the wise men guessing. 
Once he was beneath the ape, 
But now where do we find him! °, 
He jumps the bridge of Missing Link, 
Aad burns it down behind him! 


These bridgelese gaps may bother some, 
But, oh! do not remind him! 

He’s crossed them all without a fall; 
And buraed them down behind him! 
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a duck and lay eggs like a tater bug; how is anything 
else goin’ to survive? If all the birds had an appetite 
for seeds instead of worms, won’t the worms multiply 
and ’vour ever’thing ?” 

“They ain’t none of your fool s’posens in evolution. 
Ever’thing jest nacherly git balanced.” 

At this evasion of the great fact of balance which 
whispers to His children of a Father who watches 
over the sparrows, Mammy said softly, “O fools, and 
slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have 
spoken.” 

“Look a here, ole woman, if you got to set the 
Scripter up agin hypothesizers, I got a question to ax 
-you,” said the angered Rastus. 

“Suits me. We'll ax questions turn about,” : 

“How do animals git from Ameriky to Noar’s ark 
and back agin?” 


“Cain said (Gen. 4:14), God has driv’ him from the _ 


face of the earth. That Scripter make out they is 
some places ain’t face. Noar git orders (Gen. 7: 3, 4) 
to save seed on the face of the earth. .God ain't told 
us yet how things. happen on the back of the head. 
Now I ax you, if little germ-bugs can drown and 
freeze up and dry up and blow away, and live anyhow, 
how do it help ’em to git giblets and hot blood and a 
thousands places to have a misery in, and if your re- 


ligion is the survival of the fittenest or the fightenest, 


what for you complain if white folks tromp on Ne- 
groes and survive ‘em? You evolutionaries ’mind me 
of Abe Swayback what steal a little pig of his neigh- 
bor and then complain scan’lous ‘cause the ole sow 
foller him home.” 


“I didn’t ’gree to answer speeches; now I ax you, if | 


you don’t like evolution ‘cause it’s cruel and selfish, 
how you ’splain why your God plan a world that 
a way?” 

“He never plan it so. Genesis 6 say he is grieved in 
his heart and sorry he made man and beast ’cause all 
flesh had corrupted his way. When God have his way, 
the lion git an appetite for straw like an ox. Now 
I ax you if it help a gobbler to survive to have .ugly 
red meat-beads on his bare neck to git hurt when he 
fights, and have a paint brush on his crop and a red 


snake tail hangin’ down apast his nose? Do it help | 


a snake to have a rattlebox on his tail? Do a rowdy 
ruffian struttin’ rooster survive ‘cause he dress to be 
seen, like a target, and crow in the middle of the night, 
so every varmint in a mile can locate him? Do a flea 
have pizen itch in his bite, so he can make friends? 
If a queen bee and the drone bee don’t work, how do 
they, hereditate work into the chillun that ain’t like 
neither one, and how do work bees pass. on variations 
what help ’em when they got no babies? You say man 
is cousin of an ape, ’cause they cut on the same pat- 
tern. I ax you how could God make a man so,as he 
don’t have any plan, and God has used every-plan they 
is in makin’ critters?) Anyhow, if man is beast like, it 
ain’t,no wonder, ’cause God say he has corrupted his 
way. Maybe a magician can put a fried egg in a plug 
hat and take out a white rabbit, but your divlution 
can’t take a wart atid blister and hives and seven-year 
itch and make legs and eyés outa ’em, no’ more than 
you can grow feathers on a mud turtle in a million 
ages. It’s jest a barnyard religion—” 
But Rastus had escaped. 


The Viceroy’s Granddaughter 
Was Ready 


N EASTER Sunday, fifty-three people were re- 

ceived into the church in Shanghai where Dr, 
Mary Stone helps to minister. It is connected with 
her hospital. This included the whole freshman class 
of nurses, ten in number. One of them, a Miss Chow, 
is the granddaughter of the Viceroy of this Prov- 
ince. Her mother was a patient of Dr. Mary’s, and 


one day this beautiful girl drove up to the hospital ; 


in one of the biggest cars in Shanghai. She an- 
nounced that she wanted to be a nurse. “But,” said 
Dr. Mary, “don’t you know that you will have to take 
off all those- lovely clothes, and all your jewelry, and 
dress in plain cloth like a coolie, yes, and wash the 
feet of coolies, and dress their women’s hair?” 

“All right,” was the answer, “I’m ready.” 

So Miss Chow; who had never even done her own 
hair in her life, came to be a nurse. ‘The family, 
which had begun by violently opposing her, began to 
feel rather proud of her spirit. But it never. oc- 
curred to them that this mad freak of hers would 
lead ‘to -her becoming a Christian—none of their 


name had ever been Christians. But, you see, it did, . 


and she joined the church at the Easter service. 


‘3 


Practical help on lesson preparation, knowing the 
pupil; securing attention, asking questions, using tllus- 
trations, conducting reviews, getting the pupils. to 
work, leading them to Christ, 1s contained in Philip 
E. Howard’s new book, “A Little Kit of Teachers’ 
Tools’ (The Sunday School Times Co., Philadel- 
phia, 75 cts.). It is an ideal little book to give. to the 
untrained teacher, and will prove equally valuable as 
supplementary reading for the trained tcacher. 
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When John and Mary Explored Their New 


And found themselves rich in the 
gift of their unseen Friend 


House 








By Mrs. Mary B. Kinkead 
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(Concluded from last week) 


TH light step and joyous face Mary led the way. 

To their surprise they found the rooms looking 
‘ as if they had lived in them for years. The nu- 
merous windows were open, the summer sunshine and 
the summer breeze filling every room with sweetness. 
All were furnished in exquisite taste, each room and 
each article of furniture seeming to fit into the rest, 
making a harmonious whole, complete in. every detail. 

A large living room, with wide windows, an open 
fireplace, easy chairs, pictures on the walls, a vase of 
flowers on the table, and that indescribable air. of be- 
ing in constant use was so suited to their individual 
desires that they wondered how “The Friend” could 
have known them so well. Two smaller rooms opened 
out of the larger one. John was delighted to find one 
of them was a well stocked library. He was fond of 
reading of a certain kind, and as he examined one vol- 
ume after another he found many books on subjects 
he was interested in, though there were many’ more 
treating of subjects he knew nothing about and cared 
little for. 

He was aroused from his examination of the books 
by the strains of sweet music, and realized that Mary 
had disappeared. He found her in the other of the 
smaller rooms seated at a beautiful piano. 

“Oh, John,” she exclaimed, “I found the piano open 
and this Sonata on the rack. I simply could not re- 
sist it—and see, there is a violin. You remember 
how we enjoyed playing together before we were mar- 
ried. Let us try this selection. It is very simple.” 

John laughed at Mary’s enthusiasm, but he really 
loved music and as he drew the bow across the strings 
of the violin some of the old-time fire thrilled him. 
But, alas, the old-time execution was gone, and very 
soon he put the violin aside, and said, “Let us go 
into the living-room and rest a while, Mary.” Always 
willing to please him, Mary left her beloved piano, 
and in a few minutes John had seated himself in a 
large easy chair and had drawn Mary down beside 
him. He put his arm around her and said: 

“Mary, I want to talk sense to you.” 

“All right, John, I am so happy that I am willing 
to listen even when you talk sense.” 

John frowned a very little and then said: “Mary, 
cannot you see that all this is beyond us?” 

“What do you mean by this, John?” 

“Why, this house; at least this part of it, and nearly 
everything in it. There are books in the library that 
we never heard of; there are articles of furniture we 
do not know the use of; even the music is beyond us, 
you know how we blundered over that simple little 
piece of music a while ago. Mary, we are humble. peo- 
ple, and it seems presumptuous for us to pretend to 
live up to a house like this.” 

“But, John, dear, it is ours whether we live up to 
it or not. Don’t you think we can grow to it and 
learn to appreciate and appropriate it all? Surely 
‘The Friend’ who seems to know us so well, expects 
us to do so.” 

“Yes, I suppose he does, but our lives are so full 
just now —” ’ 

“Yes,” Mary interrupted, “they are full of our own 
business and our own pleasure, but here are things 
we can share with others, things they nor we ever 
heard of, which we can learn to enjoy together. Oh, 
John, don’t stop now; let us at least go through the 
rest of the house.” 

“Oh, I had no idea of stopping; I am perfectly will- 
ing to investigate. As you say, it is ours, and some 
day you and I will enjoy it fully.” 

Returning to the hall, they ascended the broad stair- 
way to the second floor. Here were wide halls, lux- 
urious bedrooms, beautifully appointed bathrooms, 
sleeping porches, living-rooms, and every corner of 4t 
seemed to radiate rest, quiet, and good cheer. 

As usual, Mary led the way, and presently she 
called: “John, come and see these closets filled with 
garments for every occasion for both you and me. 
Aren’t they beautiful and appropriate? I simply must 
try on just one. I never had anything so dainty and 
rich in all my life.” 

As she slipped the dress on and fastened it around 
her she felt that John was not well pleased. “What 
is the matter, John, don’t you like it?” 

“I am not so sure that I do,” replied John. “It is 
very beautiful and very becoming to you, but some 
way, Mary, it seems to put a great distance between 
you and me in this threadbare suit.” 

“Why don’t you go into the other closet and choose 
a new suit for yourself? I am sure they will fit you 
as well as this does- me.” 

John gave a constrained little laugh. “I wonder 
what the fellows down at the office would say if -I 
went in to-morrow morning dressed up like that. There 
certainly would be some remarks about wearing Sun- 


day clothes on week “days. No, the rough and ready 
is the only thing for business.” 

With a sigh Mary. took off her lovely dress and 
replaced it in the closet. Nothing must come between 
her and John. 

They walked back and forth through the rooms, 


finding new evidences of thoughtful preparation for ° 


their comfort and enjoyment at every turn. They 
spoke of “The Friend’ who had provided it all for 
them, and Mary wondered why he had never called 
upon them as he said he would. 

John said he thought he had promised to come when 
they were fully settled, and as they had occupied only 
a small part of the housé he probably was waiting 
for them to take full possession. 

“Oh,” said Mary, “I hope he will come soon, I feel 
that I must know him better.” 

. At a turn in the hall Mary exclaimed, “John, here 
is a closed door, the first one we have found. Shall 
we open it?” 

~ “Of course we shall open it,” answered John, suit- 
ing the action to the word. 

Neither spoke for a moment, then John said: “This 
is the most beautiful room in the whole house, but it 
looks empty and queer in some way. What is it ior?” 

Mary looked up at him with tears in her eyes and 
answered, “It is a nursery, John.” 

John smiled and said: “You know, we have the 
promise that all our needs shall be supplied; would 
you be glad if this should prove to be one of our 
needs?” . 

“Indeed I would be glad. You know we both have 
wanted children, and, oh, John what a lovely place 
this would be to train them in the way they should go; 
so free from the temptations and fears of our old 
life, away from all that is sordid and mean, in a clean, 
pure atmosphere and in abundant sunshine.” 

Silently they closed the door of the room, as if a 
sleeping child already were there, and with softened 
footsteps turned toward a winding stairway at the 
end of the hall. Hand in hand they ascended it. and 
found themselves on the very top of the house. 

Spread out before them was a vista of hill and 
valley, river and lake, farm and forest, and over it 
all the setting sun shed a glory of crimson, purple, and 
orange. 

They stopped for a moment, awestruck by the beauty 
and grandeur of it all. 

After a moment’s silence, John said in hushed tones: 
“What a beautiful view,” but Mary, falling upon her 
knees and with tears streaming down her face, said, 
“Oh, John, it is more than a view; it is a vision.” 

Silently John knelt beside her, and thus they re- 
mained until the glory had faded and evening shadows 
fell around them. 

As they rose from their knees John drew Mary close 
to him and said quietly, “(Come, dear, let us go down 
and possess our possessions.” 

When they again stood in the rooms they had oc- 
cupied, John said: “I feel that before we can take full 
possession of this house we must cast out everything 
we brought from our old life. How cheap and tawdry 
they seem, compared with what we have just seen and 
experienced.” 

“Yes, John,” said Mary, “they never did fit into 
our life here, and now much less in the life we hope 
to live in the future.” 

And so our young friends entered upon a changed 
life. There was less of business and what they used 
to call “pleasure,” but more of real comfort and joy. 
In due time,.to their great delight, the closed door of 
the unused nursery was opened, and ere long the pat- 
ter of little feet and the sweet voices of little chil- 
dren were heard all over-the house — for the children, 
not having known the poverty of their parents’ lives, 
entered with the simple faith of childhood into the 
fulness of the glories of this wonderful home. 

Every day the old book was studied by both parents 
and children, and every day they found much of the 
hid treasure of which it told. 

Many of the old friends~ dropped away, declaring 
that John and Mary had become so peculiar that they 
could not understand them, but they found many new 
friendships among those who were able to appreciate 
the fulness, -the inexhaustible riches of the new home. 
Better than all else, they came into close fellowship 
with “The Friend?’ He came often and supped with 
them and they with him. He gathered the children at 
his knee, saying, “Let them come unto me.” They 
found him a constant guide and a very present help in 
trouble. Nothing was too great for him to do for 
them, and nothing too small to- interest him. 

They brought their former friends to him, those who 
were still living in.the poverty which they had so lately 
left themselves, and to all who would accept he gave 
of his abundance freely, as he had to Mary and John. 


429 


For Frank Worldman, John’s childhood friend, they 
were particularly interested, but Frank seemed to be 
entirely satisfied with his life as he lived it day by 
day, devoting himself to business and accumulating 
wealth rapidly. 

One evening when John came home Mary said: 
“John, there is a house being built next door. I hope 
we are going to have pleasant and congenial neighbors.” 

They watched the progress of the building with 
much interest, as it rapidly took form under the hands 
of skilled workmen. After it was completed, perfect 
in every part, it stood unoccupied for many days. 
Then one morning as John was crossing his own 
lawn he was surprised to hear a familiar voice call, 


““John!” He looked up to see his old friend Frank 


ae to meet him, with smiling face and outstretched 
and. 

“Frank, Frank! How glad I am to have you for a 
neighbor, but what brought you to accept a gift when 
you laughed at me for doing so?” 

“Well, John, to tell you the truth, it was your do- 
ing so that made me consider it in the first place. As 
I told you, I knew a great deal about Mr. Goodrich’s 
client but did not know him, and I was too proud to 
take a gift from any one, so I went to Goodrich and 
tried to buy one of these houses. Old Goodrich almost 
laughed at me, and said: ‘It is a gift or nothing, all 
your money and property is as dust and ashes with 
my client.’ But I did not give up. I felt that I could 
not be happy until I had one of these houses. -My wife 
wanted me to take it as a gift, but I was so stiffnecked 
I would not, but kept offering larger and larger pay- 
ments. Yesterday 1 went to Goodrich anti told him 
I would give every bit of property I possessed, includ- 
ing my home, which you know was one of the show 
places of the city and into which I had put untold 
thought and money. Goodrich shook his head and 
said: ‘Frank, it is no use; I am sorry for you, but 
you must take it without money and without price, if 
at all.’ Well, John, last night my beautiful and costly 
home burned to the ground, and we barely escaped with 
our lives. As we stood there shivering in the cool 
night breeze, looking on the wreck of the thing we 
were so proud of, who should come to us but that 
blessed Goodrich. He took me by the hand without 
a word and at the same time held out the gift deed that 
I had spurned so often. My pride was gone, John, 
and I took it gladly and humbly. We found that this 
place had been prepared for us especially, and so we 
came at once, and myself, my wife, and the children 
have taken full possession, with our hearts filled with 
gratitude to the Giver of Gifts.” 

The friendship between John and Frank which had 
been born of past association as playmates and school- 
mates had of late years been a rather fitful thing, ow- 
ing to differences in business relations and environ- 
ment. But now a common interest and a common fel- 
lowship bound the two families together, and soon the 
one they had regarded as “The Friend” was lovingly 
spoken of as “Our Friend’”—an all wise and all 
powerful friend who said to them: “If ye abide in 
me and my words abide in you ye shall ask what ye 
will, and it shall be done unto you.” 


Kirkwoop, Mo. 








Girls’ Problems of To-day 
j Discussed by Mother Ruth 




















Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No 
mames or addresses or identity will be published in 
The Sunday School Times; and if questions are too 
personal for an answer in these columns, Mother 
Ruth will be glad to reply individually if possible, 
if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I have been reading your letters in 
The Sunday School Times, and as you can give such good 
advice I would like you to tell me what I should do. 

My mother always taught me to go to Sunday-school and 
church, but I go with a young man who does not like to 
go to either. He would rather go some place for a Sunday 
dinner. He says he would go to church, but he does not 
like the preacher. , 

He also wants to get married. Do you think he would 
make any improvement after we were married? I think 
a lot of him, and he will do anything I ask him to but go 
to church.—A LITTLE SWEETHEART. 

M* DEAR CHILD, the seriousness of your letter 

I appreciate deeply, but I have a fear you do not. 
The marriage relation is such a wonderful, holy sacra- 
ment, instituted by God, and is “not by any to be en- 
tered into unadvisedly, but reverently, discreetly, and 
in the fear of God.” 

Your mother’s teaching, to go to Sunday-school and 
church, is the foundation of all that is worth while in 
life, for it represents God in our midst. If you drop 
this you will never find anything in life to take its 
place, and you will be losing the greatest influence 
for good you can find. How can I make it clear to you 
and help you to see it from the strongest angle? 

You are considering reforming a man after mar- 
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riage! 
variably has ended in failure. My dear, what you 
can not do now, through influencing him, ‘will never’be 
done afterwards. 

The question of “liking a preacher” is not a reason 
for church attendance. We .go to church to worship 
God, and to acknowledge our love for our Heavenly 
Father, his Son Jesus Christ our Saviour, and the 
Holy Spirit, our Comforter. 

I feel you need to know the Holy Spirit as your 
guide. If you have had your sins forgiven and are 
redeemed by the precious blood of Jesus, your heart 
will flow out in love to him, and you will ndt be “un- 
equally yoked together” (2 Cor. 6:14) actording to 
his Word. You will seek the guidance of a wonder- 
ful Love, who will guide you into all truth and happi- 
ness, and without which you can never know the 
highest and happiest life he has for you. 

Take this matter into very serious prayer, my child, 
for if you now take the wrong path, you will mar 
your life forever. Follow Him, and “no good thing 
will he withhold” from you. 





Dear Mother Ruth: I am a working girl, and have had 
steady employment and made a good salary. I have 
boarded where I am for four years, and the woman who 
runs the house has been kind to me. 

I have been sick for several months and my savings are 
all gone, and I owe my landlady seventy-five dollars. Do 
you think I will do right te borrow any money to help me 
through? I never have done such a thing in my NKife 
before. 

I am a Christian, and I have prayed over this so ear- 
nestly, and am very much worried. I have no one to look 
to for any help. I don’t want people to know about it; 
I feel ashamed to be in debt; perhaps I am proud. I know 


That has been tried numberless times and in-' 
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I can earn and pay the money back, as soon as I get well 
enough. Do you think it is right for me to borrow? I 
am afraid every day my landlady will ask me to move.— 
HEAVY HEART. 
M* DEAR GIRL, generally speaking, I would ad- 
vise you not to borrow. Under your special cir- 
cumstances I would go to my landlady and tell her 
plainly the state of my finances, and I do not believe 
she will ask you to move. If she does, and you must 
have the amount for her, go to your pastor and make 
a confidant of him, and I feel sure he will help you. 
If not, let me know immediately. 

I wish you had in your city what they have in New 
York City, made possible by the Russell Sage Founda- 
tion, a fund where one of your character can borrow 
at four percent, and pay back when possible. If the 
borrower never is able to pay back she is not pressed 
for it, but I understand there are few cases where 
they are unable to make good. 

Now, my dear child, I can see piainly what a cloud 
this has made around you. You feel its weight is 
too heavy to be carried; you have been sick, and you 
are physically below par, but come, cheer up, you 
have a large group of sisters, through your relation- 
ship with Christ Jesus! And much more, — the riches 
of God himself are at your disposal. This trial and 
test has come upon you, but it is not going to over- 
whelm you! God has promised “never to forsake,” 
and he simply cannot break his word! 

Don’t be heavy-hearted; let this trial draw you near 
the One who wants to teach you this lesson, that you 
may know him better, and learn that he is your Rock, 
your Provider, your Wisdom, your Strength —ah, 
yes, your “all in all”! I shall wait to hear how He 
opens your way. 
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And its sequel 








The Commercial Traveler’s Reminiscence 


By Hugh Cork, Yirestaity"Satoot Times 














ducting a “House to House Visitation” of Phila- 

delphia, I had my office in The Sunday School 
Times Building, and often went home with Dr. Henry 
Clay Trumbull for dinner. As I had been a mission- 
ary of the American Sunday School Union in the 
West, and he was, in his younger days, the New Eng- 
land secretary of the same organization, he was anxious 
to hear how the work was coming along. Therefore 
I told him the following story: 

One day while I was in the northern part of North 
Dakota riding in a train from Grafton to Cavalier 
two commercial travelers sat in the seat just in front 
of me. The streaks of gray through the once black 
hair indicated they had passed life’s middle mile-post. 
Their manner and conversation disclosed the fact that 
they were old chums who had not been together for 
some time. They chatted enthusiastically of former 
days, and one by one old friends, whose names they 
had almost forgotten, were recalled. 

I paid little attention to their conversation until I 
heard them say something about Sunday-school—a 
subject rather foreign to the average commercial trav- 
eler’s thinking at that time in the West; then, without 
appearing to be eaves-dropping, I listened for every 
word, And this is what I heard: 

“Do you remember Miss L—?” 

“I most certainly do.” 

“Well, she was my Sunday-school teacher before 
the Civil War, when we lived in B—. There was a 
class of twelve or thirteen of us boys, ranging in ages 
from fifteen to eighteen. We were rather wild and 
reckless, and sometimes we tried her patience to the 
utmost; yet she was always so kind and gentle, — 
ever trying to say and do something to interest us — 
that every one of us thought the world of her. 

“The war broke out. Some of us, old enough, en- 
listed. And others not old enough, ran away and 
joined the army. Most of the class were at the front. 
But her faithfulness was just as true to us on the 
battlefield as in the Sunday-school, for as regularly 
as the first of the month came around each one of 
us would receive a letter from her saying she missed 
us boys so much, but she prayed for us each day that 
we would be true soldiers, that we would live clean 
lives, that we would be kept safely, and return home 
to meet loved ones and friends again. I tell you, it 
was a great comfort in those trying times to get such 
news at the front every month. 

“Well, the war closed, and her prayer was answered, 
and we all came back only to separate in a short time 
as the boys entered business life in different parts of 
the country. Nevertheless, I believe, Tom, her faith- 
fulness has followed us even to to-day, for nine years 
ago I received a letter from her, asking me to attend 
a reunion of the old Sunday-school class in German- 
town, Pa., where she now lives. How I did want to 
go. But since my route was planned for another part 
of the country for that time I sent her my regrets. 


Tissues & “House years ago when I was con- 


A few days after, however, I discovered the firm 
would soon have some work for me in the East, so I 
got permission to go there at that particular time. 
Arriving early in the evening of the day of the reunion 
and having the number of her home on Coulter Street; 
I readily found the house. I -rang the doorbell and 
she herself answered the call. As soon as she saw 
me she exclaimed, ‘Why, it’s Frank!’ And, do you 
know, she hadn’t seen me for over twenty years. I 
tell you the thrill of the old days filled me and I felt 
like a Sunday-school scholar again. Her prayers were 
— answered, for I had-come back to the class 
clean.” ; 
Faithful Sunday-school teacher of that class of 
boys! You may have thought you were making lit- 
tle impression on those lives as you met them Sunday 
after Sunday, but if you could have heard one of 
your scholars tell this as I heard him, your heart 
would go out with greater gratitude to God that he 
kept you faithful to your work. Who knows what 
evils your influence has kept him from, and what good 
it has inspired him to do in all these many years? 
I do not know you personally, but expect to “in the 
sweet by and by” when I have gréeted my Saviour 
as I enter the pearly gates. Then I will tell you that 
not only were those boys helped by your work, but 
a Sunday-school missionary, at least. when discourage- 
ments confronted him, was led to take on new courage. 

Dr. Trumbull seemed so interested in this story he 
asked me to write it for The Sunday School Times, 
which I did as above and he gave it the caption “The 
Commercial Traveler’s Reminiscence.” 

The week after it appeared iin the Times I was sit- 
ting in my office in Pittsburgh, where I then lived, when 
the Presbyterian minister from Bellevue came in to 
ask me to speak at his Sunday-school teachers’ meet- 
ing the following week, which I gladly consented to do. 

At the close of the meeting the pastor brought up 
one of his elders saying, “Brother Cork, permit me to 
introduce you to Frank.” “To whom?” I asked. “To 
Frank,” he replied. And as they both laughed I “tum- 
bled,” and said, “Is it possible that you are the man 
back of whom I sat in that train in North Dakota 
seven years ago, and héard that thrilling story of your 
wonderful teacher?” “Yes, I am he,” he replied, and 
‘continued 

“Last week my pastor “came over to my house and 
said, ‘Frank, I have a story to read to you,’ and I 
said, ‘read on.’ He had read only a few sentences 
when I said, ‘That’s me. Who is this man writing 
this?’ He promised I should meet you to-night, and 
here you are. Yes, you told it correctly, but if I had 
been at your elbow I would have asked you to make 
that last paragraph stronger. ‘that teacher has been 
a great force in my life. You know what temptations 


the commercial travelers met up there in those days. 
When the boys invited me out for a wild night, the 
face of my old teacher seemed in front of me and 
earnestly but silently those lips said, ‘Don’t go,’ and I 
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didn’t. And so at other times when tempted to do 
wrong her teaching held me tight. Now I am here! 
in a home business with a fine wife and children we 
are proud of, and we are all members of the church 
where I am now one of the elders. And all of this 
is because my Sunday-school teacher made herself a 
part of my life.” 

They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. “He that 
goeth forth and weepeth bearing precious seed, shall 
doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his 
sheaves with him” (Psa. 126: 5, 6). - 





Sunday School News 


FROM OTHER LANDS 


The World’s Ninth 
Convention 
Glasgow, Scotlaad 
FJUNE 18-26, 1924 














Will You Enjoy Scotland’s Hospitality ? 


HE official call of the Ninth Corivention of the 

World’s Sunday School Association states in part: 

This Ninth. Convention will have as its motto: 
“That the World May Know That Thou Hast Sent 
Me.” The daily program will cover every phase of 
Sunday-school work at home and in the mission fields. 

At Tokyo the Scottish National Sabbath School 
Union invited the World’s Sunday School Association 
to come to Glasgow, and the invitation is peculiarly 
fitting. Glasgow —im which city the meetings are to 
be held — has for its civic motto: “Let Glasgow Flour- 
ish by the Preaching of the Word.” The city, though 
known chiefly as a commercial and shipping center, 
founded by Saint Kentigern about 450 A. D., is an 
ancient Cathedral and University town. 

Scotland, on which the eyes of the religious world 
will be set in 1924, has long been known as a Bible- 
loving country, whose Christian people have in time 
of persecution bled and died for their faith. It is the 
land of John Knox, David Livingstone, John G. Paton, 
and James Chaltmers, and many others renowned in 
the history of missionary work. 

Scottish hospitality is cordially offered and a warm 
welcome is assured to all who find their way to the 
Convention. All who purpose attending should make 
early application for membership. Delegates from 
India, Continental Europe, and Great Britain should 
communicate with the General Secretary, World’s 
Sunday School Convention, 70 Bothwell Street, Glas- 
gow, and all others with the General Secretary, the 
World’s. Sunday School Association, 216 Metropolitan 
Tower, New York City. 
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few Victorious Life 




















Progress at Keswick 


N THE building work at Keswick, the center sec 

tion of Victory Hall has been erected up to the sec- 
ond floor joists. The new water tank is now in serv- 
ice,“and about half of the new electric lights are’ in 
service in the-Raws Memorial Building, Keswick is 
being prepared to accommodate the 1924 Victorious 
Life Conference and any other sound Bible confer- 
ences which may apply to use the buildings. Up to 
date $15,541.48 has come in in cash and pledges, but 


something: like $16,000 will yet be needed as a mini- 


mum to complete the wotk. Contributions or pledges 
may be sent to B. F. Culp, Treasurer, 80- Stafford 
Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, and upon 
request pamphlets will be sent describing the plans 
and showing pictures of the wonderful natural beauties 
of Keswick. 
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Knowlton, Quebec, Can., July 23-38.—Knowlton Victorious 
Life Conference. 

Connelly Springs, N. C., August 1-8.—Victorious Life mes- 
sages will be given by Charles-G. Trumbull at the Con- 
nelly Springs Camp Meeting. A beautiful woodland, near 
the famous Connelly Mineral Spring. Motto: “Christ makes 
‘free indeed.’” Board and rooms from $1 to $2.50 per day. 
For further information write to the Rev. Jim Green, Con- 
nelly Springs, N. C. 

Linwood Park, Ohio, August 13-19.—Middle West Victori- 
oug Life Conference. Further information may be had by ad- 
dressing Mrs. C. F. Groth, Linwood Park, R. F. D. 1, 
Vermilion, Ohio. 


Dr. Griffith Thomas’ Engagements 
Montrose, Pa., July 27 te August 5.—Bible Conference. 
Cedar Falls, lowa, August 7-12.—Bible Conference. 
Linwood Park, Ohio, August 13-19.—Victorious Life Con- 
ference. 
Winona Lake, Ind., August 22-26.—Bible Conference. 
New York City, September 16.—Fourth Presbyterian 
Church (morning service only). 














Lesson for August 5 
Mary Magdalene 
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LESSON 6. MARY MAGDALENE. 
Luke 8 : 1-3; Matthew 27: 55, 56; John 19 : 25; 20: 1-18 | | 








Golden Text.—Our soul hath waited for Jehovah: 





The } Lesson Pilot 


By Howard A. Banks 


The references, except as otherwise gored, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face agores at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 


Getting Started in Class 
N THE book commended by Dr. Griffith Thomas 
| on the next page, “Demonism Verified and Anal- 

yzed,” Dr. Hugh W. White tells of an incident 
sent to him by Miss MacNaughton, a missionary to 
India, which is as follows: 

“One day a strange woman came to the hospital. 
Every now and then from within her would come the 
sound as of a cock crowing. Then she would become 
wild. Miss MacNaughton said to the Indian lady 
doctor, ‘We must kneel down and pray in the name 
of Jesus.’ At that a different voice from within the 
woman spoke, saying, ‘No, that name I cannot take,’ 
and she was thrown down, apparently with great force, 
to the ground. At the mention of the name of Jesus, 
the spirit would seem to be in a frenzy, and then sud- 
denly she began to sing to a beautiful tune a most 
wonderful poem, evidently made up at the time, for 
one verse was about the hospital, but the demon said 
that the Name it could not and never would take; that 
it would take the name of Mohammed and the names 
of the Hindu deities, but not that other name” (com- 
pare Round-Table, 1 

“Demonism will come in Christian lands, if the hy 
-tise of appealing to spirits becomes common,” is a 
warning of the author, which, in these days of Spir- 
itistic propaganda by Conan Doyle and others, needs 
to be heeded. 

Mary Magdalene was delivered from complete 
demoniacal possession. 


Our Background Material 


The place from which the Mary of this lesson came, 
Magdala, is referred to by Dr. Thomas (I, 1). There 
is not the slightest reason to believe that she was 
“the woman which was a sinner,” simply because she 
had been saved by our Lord from demon possession, 
but so firm a grasp has this misinterpretation had, 
that rescued fallen women are often called “Mag- 
dalenes” (Dr. Thomas, I, 1; Mrs. Askew, 2; Family 
Worship for Tuesday ; Round- Table, 2). 

Fausset explains the bringin «3 of spices by the wo- 
men for anointing the body of the Lord after it had 
been buried by the assertion that these spices were in 
“a liquid state, since they regarded the use of the 
powdered spices of Nicodemus wrapped in the swathes 
as an incomplete and provisional interment.” 


The Lesson Iteelf 


To Christian womanhood was vouchsafed the priv- 
ilege of the first sight of the resurrected Christ, glo- 
rious in that body which ours shall some day be like 
unto. As sin had come upon mankind through the 
woman’s transgression primarily (Gen. 3:6; 1 Tim. 
2:14), so redemption from sin as first exhibited by 
the resurrected Saviour who had overcome the power 
of death which sin brought upon man, was first wit- 
nessed by a woman, the Mary whom we are studying 
in this lesson. 

“Adam was not beguiled,” says D. M. Panton, in a 
pamphlet, .“Marriage and the Woman Movement” 
(Chas. J. Thynne, Whitefriars Street, E. C., 4, Lon- 
don, 2d; post free, 2%d), “that is, he fell with open 
eyes, and through love ‘of his wife, ‘but the woman 
being beguiled’ — being caught, being trapped, was the 
sole direct victim of the Tempter; Adam is nowhere 
said to have come into contact with the Serpent at all 
—‘hath fallen into transgression’ —and so induced 
the fearful entail of sin upon the race. Because of a 
misuse so grave God has now explicitly forbidden to 
the -woman an initiative which He had never given 
her. . . . Adam’s sin was the greater, for the pro- 
hibition of the Tree he received direct from God, 
while she received it from him; and, as a gift 
~put into his hands by God, he was responsible to con- 
trol.her: nevertheless her sin revealed her incapacity 
for initiative; and so drew from Jehovah the first 
verbally expressed subordination —‘Thy desire shall 
be ‘0. thy husband, and he shall rule over thee’ (Gen. 
3: 16). 

“Yet the second Garden has redressed the balance 
of the first: first in the ‘transgression, Woman was 
also last at the Cross, and first at the Tomb. The 
three Marys around the Cross (John 19:25) are the 
triple crown of womanhood. 

“The subtlest and deadliest sects to-day spring from 


He is our help and our shield.— Psalm 33 : 20 
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Dereticnal Reading : Psalm 40: 1-8. 
Mark 15: 40 to 16:8; Luke 23 : 49 to 24: 12. 
Topic : How Mary Magdalene Showed Her Love for 


Lesson Material : Luke 8: 1-3; John 20; 1-18. 
Memory Verse: I have seen the Lord. —John 20: 18. 
a “y Topic: How Mary Magdalene Showed Her Gratitude 


a Material: Luke 8; 1-3; John 19: 25; 20: 11-18. 
Memory Verses: Mark 16: ‘ 

Intermediate and Senior Topic: A Woman’ ’s Grateful S 

Tee, for a People and Adults SS = Saved 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Luke 8:1-3; John 19:25; 20: 11-18 


Luke 8:1 And it came to pass soon afterwards, that he 
went about through cities and villages, preaching and bring- 
ing the ' good tidings of the kingdom of God, and with him 
the twelve, 2 and certain women who had been healed 
of evil spirits and infirmities: Mary that was called 
Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, 
3 and Joanna the wife of Chuzas Herod’s steward, and 
Susanna, and many others, who ministered unto * them 
of their substance. 


John 19:25 These things therefore the soldiers did. But 
there were standing by the cross of Jesus his mother, and 
his mother’s sister? Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary 
Magdalene. 


20:11 But Mary was standing without at the tomb 
weeping: so, as she wept, she stooped and looked into 
the tomb; 12 and she beholdeth two angels in white 
sitting, one at the head, and one at the feet, where the 
body of Jesus had lain. 13 And they say unto her, Woman, 
why weepest thou? She saith unto them, Because they 
have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they 
have laid him. 14 When she had thus said, she turned 
herself back, and beholdeth Jesus standing, and knew 
not that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus saith unto her, Woman, 
why weepest thou? whom seekest thou? She, supposing 
him to be the gardener, saith unto him, Sir, if thou hast 
borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, and 
I will take him away. 16 Jesus saith unto her, Mary. .She 
turneth herself, and saith unto him in Hebrew, Rabboni; 
which is to say, Teacher. 17 Jesus saith to her, * Touch 
me not; for I am not yet ascended unto the Father: but 
go unto my brethren, and say to them, I ascend unto 
my Father and your Father, and my God and your God. 
18 Mary Magdalene cometh and telleth the disciples, 
I ae seen the Lord; and that he had said these things 
unto her. 


1Or, gospel *Many ancient authorities read him 
3Or, Take not hold on me 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sone 








repetitions of this primal sin [Eve's disobedience]. The 
bulk of Spiritualistic mediums, who are women; The- 
osophy, founded by Madame Blavatsky, and propa- 
gated by Mrs. Besant; Christian Science, organized 
throughout by Mrs. Eddy; the New Thought Church, 
the manufacture of Mrs. Sears;—all these are, or 
were, Spiritualistic mediums. Woman, again a pliant 
tool, is listening once more to the reappearing Serpent. 
But the disability is not eternal. Presumably, in so 
far as the subordination sprang, not from the woman’s 
mode of creation, but from her priority in sin, it will 
ultimately disappear, together with its sign — travail 
in childbirth — at the final obliteration of all penal con- 
sequences of sin in both sexes. 

Christian women should follow Mary’s quick 
obedience to her Lord to “Go, tell” (Matt. 28: 10; 
Mrs. Homera Hodgson). 

When Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, 
and Salome reached the tomb (Matt. 28:1) in which 
some of them had seen the Lord buried (Matt. 27: 61; 
Dr. Thomas, I, 2), they find the stone rolled away. 
How it had been accomplished (seemingly before they 
reached the tomb) is described in Matthew 28: 2-4. 
What was the question the angel “answered”? (Matt. 
28:5.) Was it the unexpressed fear he saw upon 
the faces of the women over the emptiness of the tomb, 
and the supernatural events transpiring? God gra- 
or sends answers even to our unexpressed ques- 
tions 

The pathos and beauty of this story of the outflow 
of grateful love to the One who had redeemed her 
3 - dominion of sin is brought out by Dr. Thomas 

While Mary had doubtless never been a sinner in 
the sense in which she is commonly (though mis- 
takenly) thought of as offending, the fact that she had 
had seven devils is significant of the complete dominion 
of sin from which Christ saved her, and for which 
salvation she was so grateful (Mr. Ridgway, 1). We 
all feel commiseration for Mary Magdalene, just be- 
cause she was possessed by so many devils, but maybe 
we ourselves need to examine ourselves, and see if we 
can count any “devils” that we have not yet allowed 








the Lord to cast out of us (Mr. Smith, in “Say, Fel- 
lows —"). 


The Truth that Is Golden 


Mary loved her Lord because he first loved her, and 
had manifested his love in the forgiveness of her sins, 
and the casting out of the demons that harassed her 
spirit and perhaps tore her body (Family Worship for 
Tuesday). The death of her Saviour could not dim 
her beautiful gratitude for all thdt he had done for 
her (Dr. Ellis). A study of the four outstanding 
characteristics of Mary’s love, and how it was re- 
warded is made by Dr. Thomas (Reference Material). 


~Are we really feeling and expressing any adequate 


devotion to our Saviour? 
Teaching Points 

Those who know. the Lord in resurrection power 
(Phil. 3:10), will be glad to obey the command in 
the Great Commission, as Mary did (Mrs. Askew, 5). 
An old dispensation ended “in the end of the sabbath” 
in which Christ was laid in the tomb (Matt. 28:1). A 
wonderful new dispensation, in which we live and 
work, came on “as it began to dawn toward the first 
day of the week” — and women were its pioneer mes- 
sengers ! 

_ Salvation was an intensely pret thing to Mary 

— “they have taken away my 

Mary had turned her back upon + grave when she 
saw her Lord face to face, but if she had only looked 
up as she faced the tomb she might have seen the shadow 
of the resurrected One! (The Cartoon). Bereaved 
Christians should not spend too much time in the 
cemetery. All the tombs of loved ones are potentially 
empty through our Lord’s resurrection. 


Questions for Study and Discussion 


In what ways did Mary Magdalene minister to 
Christ? 


Is there such a thing as demon possession now? 
(Dr. Thomas, I, 1.) 


Can you distinguish all the New Testament Marys? 
Why and how did Mary serve? (Dr. Thomas, III, 
5.) 


How many times is Mary Magdalene mentioned in 
the Scriptures? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 
By Charles Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D. 


Vice-President and Prof of Education at Juniata College 








Tue Princiece or Unity.—Each lesson should 
be presented as a unity or as an integral part of a 
larger unity. 











[7 IS impossible to think of Mary Magdalene with- 
out thinking of a quality which unifies her entire 
career as it is presented to us in the New Testament. 
Her devation to Jesus is probably not surpassed even by 
the disciple who was nearest to him. It is true that 
she had great reason to be very grateful to him who 
had freed her of multiple demon possession, but not 
all who owed him gratitude expressed it so fully, so 
courageously, or so faithfully to the end, as did Mary 
of Magdala. She with other women of means seems 
not only to have followed the Lord from place to 
place on his preaching tour as a voluntary adjunct to 
the witness of the apostles, but to have united -with 
these women in ministering of their substance to the 
Lord and his apostles. She reappears in the narrative 
as one of the watchers at the cross in an hour that 
tested the courage of the stoutest-hearted of the Lord’s 
disciples. That fact is sufficient to testify to her un- 
broken devotion and to imply a multitude of unre- 
corded ministries to her Lord. + 

But even death did not dim her devotion. She notes 
where her Lord is laid away, and then hastens after 
the Sabbath, while it is yet dark, to the sacred spot. 
Whether her first visit was alone or with others, cer- 
tain it is that she was the leader of that group of 
courageous women who went to the tomb hoping to 
anoint the body they had seen so cruelly tortured to 
death; and hers was the first story the apostles heard 
of the empty tomb, and hers was the first vision of 
the risen Lord, and the first human testimony of our 
Lord’s actual triumph over death. What wonder that 
she should fall at his feet in an ecstasy of devotion 
in that overwhelming moment in the garden. 


Huntinopon, Pa. 








The Lesson as a Whole 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





I. The Lesson’s Main Message 


HILE attention is, of course, given specially 

to Mary Magdalene, the opportunity should be 

j taken at the same time to show the general re- 

lation of Christ and Christianity to womanhood, es- 

pecially because several women are included in some 
of the passages with Mary Magdalene. 


At Work (Luke 8:1-3). Christ was engaged in a 
preaching tour of Galilee, and his company included 
the twelve disciples and several women, of whom Mary 
Magdalene was oné. The reference to women is 
found in Luke alone and possibly suggests some spe- 
cial source of information, and in particular it indi- 
cates one of the features of Luke’s Gospel, emphasiz- 
ing Christ’s attitude to womanhood, which in the East, 
as to-day, was regarded as inferior and often was even 
neglected. “Magdalene” comes from “migdol,” the 
ordinary name for watch-tower. Some think that 
a hamlet known to-day as Mejdel, near the lake of 
Galilee, is the place. Mary is- described as one “from 
whom seven had gone out.” Perhaps the idea 
of “seven” intended to suggest the completeness 
of her trouble. Demonology was a special feature of 
our Lord’s time, indicating Satanic opposition to him, 
and similar symptoms are found to-day in the mis- 
sion field, especially in China. A recent book by Dr. 
H. W. White, a missionary there, called ‘“‘Demonism 
Verified and Analyzed,” is full of valuable information 
and teaching. (It may be obtained from the Presbyte- 
rian Committee of Publication, Richmond, Va., for $1.25, 
net.) It is both unfortunate and unjust that Mary 
Magdalene shoukl have been so long and widely asso- 
ciated with the woman mentioned in chapter 7, and 
institutions for a certain class of women are often 
called Magdalene Homes and they themselves are 
termed “modern Magdalenes,” though there is not the 
slightest warrant for the association. It is particularly 
interesting to note from this passage (v. 3) how our 
Lord and his disciples subsisted through the help of 
the women. Their gifts were doubtless prompted by 
real gratitude for what Christ had done ‘for them 
(v. 2). (1) 

At the Cross (Matt. 27:55, 56; John 19:25). The 
women were still among those who followed Jesus 
from place to place, ministering unto him, and among 
them was Mary Magdalene. Their devotion to Christ 
must have been a beautiful and wonderful combination 
of (1) love, (2) sorrow, (3) perplexity, (4) cour- 
age, and (5) faithfulness. (2) 

At the Tomb (John 20: 1-18). In this section, which 
includes more than a reference to Mary Magdalene, 
there are three impressions recorded. (1) The first 
is that of sorrow (vs. 1-3). (2) The second is that 
of perplexity (vs. 4-7). (3) The third is that of trust 
(vs. 8-10), and then we see the sequel, (4) sorrow 
dispelled (vs. 11-18), referring to Mary Magdalene; 
(5) perplexity removed (vs. 19-23), referring to the 
disciples; and (6) trust assured (vs. 24-29), referring 
to Thomas. Now limiting ourselves to Mary Mag- 
dalene (vs. 1-3; 11-18), we note her sorrow as one 
who had not only experienced blessing (Luke 8: 3) 
but had also witnessed the Lord’s death. Her journey 
to the tomb, led to the thought that some one must 
have taken out the body of her Lord. But her sor- 
row was soon dispelled. She first saw a vision of 
angels as she stood weeping. Then came the Lord 
himself, though at first unrecognized. It was a touch- 
ing and beautiful mistake that she thought he was the 
gardener, the only one likely to be present in the gar- 
den at that time, and her words, “I will take him 
away,” were a natural expression of loving devotion, 
even though the task was pretty certainly beyond her 
strength. (3) 

Most writers think when our Lord bade her not to 
touch him that it means she was not to cling to him, 
thinking that the old intercourse was simply to be 
resumed. On the contrary, she was to realize that a 
new relationship was now commencing, and that on 
and after his Ascension it would be possible to “touch” 
him by spiritual fellowship. Others, however, think 
that Christ only said these words because he had not 
at that moment pager to fulfil the type of pre- 
senting himself to the Father in proof of the com- 
pletion of his work (Heb. 9:12, 24), and it is also 
felt that the words in the present tense, “I am ascend- 
ing,” are difficult to understand as the explanation of 
an event that did not take place for forty days. Then, 
too, very soon after this, Christ allowed Mary and 
another woman, not merely to touch him, but to hold 
him by the feet in grateful worship (Matt. 28:9). 
(4) 

Devotional Reading : Psalm 40: 1-8. A very ap- 
propriate passage for the circumstances of Mary Mag- 
dalene’s life. Notice the following points indicated or 
suggested by the verses: (1) The deep need; (2) the 
Divine mercy; (3) the complete deliverance; (4) the 
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absolute security; (5) the perfect provision; (6) the 
continual praise; (7) the blessed influence. 
Books.—All commentaries deal with these passages, 
but special reference may be made to the Gospel of 
Luke, by Erdman (Westminster Press, Philadelphia, 
$1) ; Godet on Luke’s Gospel ($6) and on John’s Gos- 
pel ($9) (Chas. Scribner’s Sons, New York); “Mary 
Magdalene,” in Bible Characters, by Alexander Whyte 
(Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, $1.25, net). 


Il. Reference Material 

The two passages given are Mark 15:40 to 16:8 
and Luke 23:49 to 24:12. As they are the parallel 
passages to John’s account of the Cross, the Tomb, 
and the Resurrection, it will be useful to study them 
along these lines, especially because they give addi- 
tions to the story. The thought of Mary and the wo- 
men suggests the idea Of love to Christ. 

1. Love’s Devotion. Last at the Cross, first at the 
sepulchre. Why were the men absent? 

2. Love’s Continuance. They evidently did not con- 
template the Resurrection or else they would not have 
expended money or time for the materials for embalm- 
ing the body, so that while they no longer trusted, 
they sti loved. While he was not their living Sav- 
iour, they had the memory of him as Friend and 
Teacher. 

3. Love’s Sacrifice. They prepared, bought, and 
brought costly gifts. Love always desires and delights 
in sacrifice. ’ 

4. Love’s Obedience. They rested on the Sabbath 
and did not intend to embalm the body until after. 
Although they would not allow their deep grief to ex- 
cuse disobedience, with their hearts set on this labor 
of love it must have been hard to wait, but as this was 
a law which their Master used to keep they would do 
the same. Love must never run wild nor ride above 
duty. 

5. Love’s Reward. Mary and the other women had 
a fourfold blessing. They were the first (1) to see 
the empty tomb. (2) to see the living Lord, (3) to 
hear his loving word, and (4) to tell the joyful news. 


Ill. The Graded Topics 

1. Intermediate and Senior: A Woman’s Grateful 
Service. Two questions can be asked. (1) Why did 
she serve? Because of a great deliverance from the 
bondage and power of the demons. This is a fit sym- 
bol of the awful effects of sin, —its guilt, its slavery, 
its power, its disease, its defilement, its death. (2) 
How did she serve? (a) With grateful feelings as 
she contemplated what Christ had done and from what 
she had been delivered. (b) With practical gifts. 
Her feelings expressed themselves in action. Love 
to Christ is‘always demonstrated, not by what we feel 
or say, but by what we are prepared to do for him 
(see Psa. 103:1-5 for the way in which we -should 
“bless the Lord” with every power that we possess). 
A little child on leaving a hospital cured was so thank- 
ful for restoration that she said to the doctor, “My 
mother shall never hear the last of this.” (5) 

2. Young People and Adults: Mary Magdalene 
Saved and Serving. (1) The principle of true living, 
salvation, and service, Christ as our Redeemer and 
our Master. This covers everything. (2) The prog- 
ress of true living. We are saved in order to serve. 
Salvation must come first. The motto of the Prince 








Lesson Calendar 


1. July 1.—John the Baptist. (May be used with Temper- 
ance Applications.) Matthew 3: 1-17; 11: 2-15; Mark 
6 : 14-29; Luke 1: 5-80; John 1 : 6-37. (A Survey of the 
Life ct John the Baptist.) 

July 8.—Mary, the Mother of Jesus ....Matthew 1 : 18 to 
2:12; 12: 46-50; Luke 1 : 26-56; 2: 1-52; John 2: 1-11; 
19 : 25-27. (A Survey of the Life of Mary, the Mother 
of Jesus.) 

July 15.—Simon Peter ....John 1 : 35-42; Matthew 4: 18- 
223 14: 28-31; 17: 1-13; Luke §: 1-10; 22 : 31-34,. 54-62; 
John 18:10, 11; 20: 1-10; 21: 1-23; Acts 2:1-5, 42; 8: 
14-253; 9:32-to 12:19; 1§:7-11; Galatians 2:1-11. (A 
Survey of Simon Peter’s Life.) 

4 July 22.—John the Apostle ...Mark 1 : 16-20; 3:17; Luke 
9 : 49-56; John 13 : 21-25; 19 : 26, 27; 21 : 20-23; Acts 4: 
13-20; Revelation 1:9. (A Survey of the Life of John 
the Apostle.) 

. July 29.—Matthew the Publican 

Matthew 9 : 9-13; Luke 5 : 27-32 

6. August 5.—Mary Magdalene 
Luke 8: 1-3; Matthew 27:55, 56; John 19:25; 20: 1-18 

. August 12—Martha and Mary 
Luke 10 : 38-42; John 11:1 to 12:8; Mark 14:3-9 

. August 19.—Stephen the Martyr .Acts 6:1 to 8:3; 22:20 

. August 26.—Barnabas the Great-Hearted ......: Acts 4: 
36, 373 9 : 26-30; II 2 19-30; 12:25; 13:1 to 15 : 12, 35-415 
Galatians 2 : 13 

10. September 2.—Paul the Apostle ....../ Acts, 7:54 to 8:3; 

Q : 1-31; 11 : 29-30; 13 to 28; Philippians 3 : 4-14 

. September 9.—John Mark ...Acts 12: 12, 25 to 13 : 133; 15: 
36-40; Colossiins 4:10; 2 Timothy 4:11; 1 Peter 5: 
13 

12. September 16.—Luke, the Beloved Physician.Luke 1 : 1-4; 

Acts 1: 1-5; 16: 9-18; Colossians 4:14; 2 Timothy 4:11 

13. September 23.—Timothy, a Good Minister of Christ Jesus 

Acts 16:1-3; Philippians 2: 19-22; 2 Timothy 1 : 1-6; 
Sta, 
14. September 30.—Review: 
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of Wales is “Ich dien” —I serve. (3) The proof of 


.true living. If we are saved we shall undoubtedly 


serve. The New Testament is full of this truth (John 
13:17; 14:45). (4) The pattern of true living. One 
of Christ’s great names is “the Servant of Jehovah” 
(Isa. 42:1), and his life was one of service (Luke 
2:27; John 13:16). (5) The power of true living. 
The Holy Spirit who applies rist to the soul as 
Saviour also equips with grace for daily life (Acts 
6: 3, 5, 8). 

IV. The Heart of the Lesson 

We are told that Mary Magdalene made the nat- 
ural mistake of “supposing him to be the gardener” 
(John 20:15). Let us take these words and use them 
for life to-day. 

1. The Error. She thought only of a human Christ 
and also only of a dead Christ, but neither the one 
nor the other is sufficient. We must know Christ as 
Divine as well as human (2 Cor. 5:16), and we must 
know as living’ not dead (Gal. 2:20; Rev. 1: 18). 

2. The Truth. Let us “suppose” that Christ is the 
“gardener” of our souls. What are the suggestions 
that at once arise? If he is the “gardener” he will 
expect fruit from our life; he will assure us of in- 
dividual care over his garden; he will desire to see 
glory in the flowers and fruit of our, lives; he will 
be responsible for all care and protection; and he will 
deal with the careless, those who are not producing 
fruit (John 15:2). 

So, instead of “sifpposing,’ we ought to be able 
to say, “I know” he is the “gardener” of my life. 


V. Leading Questions 

Why did the women minister to Jesus? (Matt 17: 
27; Luke 9:58; John 13: 29; 2 Cor. 8:9.) 

How may we distinguish demon possession from 
other forms of trouble? (Matt. 4: 24.) 

Why did Christ say, “Touch me not,” in the light 
of Matthew 28:9? 

What is found in the Gospels about women? What 
does this suggest? 

What has Christianity done for women through the 
centuries ? 
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The One-Minute Mission Talk 
By Homera Hodgson 


ARY had been saved with a great salvation. She 
passed through deep waters and wonderful ex- 
periences; she had been to Calvary, and then.to the 
ey! grave; and then she was commissioned: “Gol! 
ell!” 

It is a message for every one. First came personal 
acquaintance with the Lord and devotion to him; 
then a clear knowledge of his death and resurrection; 
and finally the glorious commission. (God wants no 
missionary who is uncertain of the great fact of the 
Resurrection. ) 

“Jesus saith unto her, Mary.” 

“Jesus saith unto her . . . Go.” 

“Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to 
every creature,” and, “lo, I am with you always, even 
unto the end of the world.” 

N1acara Fatts, Can. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Girls.—Mary that was called Magdalene, from 
whom seven demons had gone out (Luke 8:2). 
Whether or not we are mistaken in calling our hurt 
sister a “Magdalene” it must be confessed any wo- 
man possessed with seven devils must have been her- 


‘self “a perfect devil.” _ For seven is the number of 


perfection, as every Bible student knows. ,Some of 
us have known a woman or two who have had only 
one devil, and we have said, “She’s about the limit!” 
It.is an everyday remark that when a woman lets go 
and falls she generally hits the.water at such speed 
she touches bottom. With the bedeviled girl, as with 
the bedeviled man, the devil usually scores by virtue of 
some fine quality in his prey. The boy is ruined by 
his_good-fellowness and the girl by her trustfulness. 
And both because they have No religion for a refuge 
when the lion gets on the trail (1 Peter 5:8). The 
serious painters love to paint “The Magdalene.” They 
make her the sweet and beautiful girl she was and 
which she became when Jesus made her a new creation. 
And which you become, girlie, when your life is hid 
in him. “Old things have passed away,” never for- 
get that, whether one devil or seven devils have tried 
to do their worst for you. (1) 

At the Funeral.—But Mary was standing without 
at the tomb weeping (John 20:11). I was at the 
funeral of a world-famous man some time ago. Next 
to me at the lunch table where the out-of-town friends 
were fed was a humble little woman who had been em- 
ployed in the home of the dead man. Because I had 
shown her a little attention she confided, “Oh, he was 
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‘busy putting my front yard in shape. 





Lesson for August s 
Mary Magdalene 


so good, so very good to me,” and the 
tears rained down her cheeks. I saw her 
again later, as we all stood around the 

ave. She was back in the crowd weep- 
ing bitterly. Hers were the only tears 
I saw at the funeral, the great man’s 
widow being too prostrated to attend. 
And we. Western men do not weep in 
public. When I took up this text and 
noticed Mary “standing without,” this 

icture of the little woman in the New 

‘ork cemetery rose up before me. Who 
knows but the dear departed was the one 
who had tied her up to heaven, for the 
funeral was that of Dr. J. Wilbur Chap- 
man, the world-famous evangelist. There 
is many a funeral where the real mourn- 
ers are not those who are most in evi- 
dence — or even at the funeral. I won- 
der how many of the widows were at 
Dorcas’ funeral? The “private funeral” 
is a mistake for'a good and useful Chris- 
tian. The last honors should be paid in 
the church, where all the “Marys” with 
sad and loving and grateful hearts can 
quietly slip in and weep unobserved in 
silence. The human heart is the most 
delicate creation on earth. It is God’s 
most wonderful gift to the creature made 
in his image. It is more delicate than 
the seismograph that records earthquakes. 
It responds to every tremor of love, 
whether in a Mary Magdalene or a Mary 
of Bethany (Acts 9: 36-39). 


Angels.—Mary Magdalene cometh and 
telleth the disciples, I have seen the Lord 
(v. 18). Mary had been up early and 
found the empty tomb. She was back 
again. When she drew near and looked 
in she found Heaven had taken the place 
where the Loved One had been. As 
she turned from the angels she saw a 

lain workingman, just a “gardener.” As 
P ieft home this morning a gardener was 





No one who passed by would ever mis- 
take him for the parson who comes 
around sometimes. Even after he arose 
Jesus looked like a workingman and could 
be mistaken for a gardener. But when 
Jesus spoke and said “Mary,” oh, what 
a difference! And what honor was hers! 
I am firttily convinced that: God never! 
made a woman. without ‘building her up, 
around an angel. When Mother presses 
her baby daughter to her heart she’ whis- | 
pers, “Mother’s: little angel.” But the | 
world, the flesh, and the devil oftentimes 
do their worst with the lovely thing that | 
God has wrought. It was this very Mary | 
who could say to Jesus’ closest disciples, ' 
“T have seen the Lord.” And “Mdry” has 
been saying the same words all down the 
centuries. 


CoaTEsvILtg, Pa. 
s) 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 





A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we thank thee that thou dost permit us to 
have fellowship with. thyself. We know 
enough about ourselves to overwhelm us 
with the wonder of thy love for such as we 
are. Thou art our Redeemer from death unto 
life, and for this we have no words with 
which we may thank thee. If we have failed 
to show our gratitude, even in ways that are 
available to us, we pray that thou wilt for- 
give us. We would fellowship with thee, not 
only in thy days of peace and welcome, 
but in thy suffering... We would better un- 
derstand thy cross and thy resurrection, and 
take these events to heart. May we not 
forget these lessons taught by the love and 
the gratitude of Mary Magdalene.- May we 
too be faithful and grateful, and. bear unfail- 
ing testimony to thy mercy and thy grace. 
In thy dear name we pray. Amen. \ 


After‘the Lesson*—What a wonderful 
story this is, of Mary Magdalene! A 
woman from whom seven devils had been 
cast out. A woman who st 
cross of Jesus on that: awful day on} 
Calvary; a woman who, on the day of 
resurrection, actually talked with the 
Lord in the garden, and had the high 
privilege of telling the disciples, “I have 
seen the Lord.” . How grateful and how 
faithful she was to the Lord who had 
done so much for her! Have you ever 
thought seriously enough about what’ he 
has done for you? A poor and wretched 
user of drugs was led to Christ, and God 





, “Harden Not 
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took away even the desire that he had 
for his old habit. One who saw this man 
a year or so after his conversion realized 
what dreadful wreckage the drug habit 
had worked in his life, just by the look 
on his face. Two years after that his 
whole face had changed, and the same 
man who saw him only a year after his 
conversion, actually did not recognize 
him two years later, because the change 
was so wonderful. “If it ‘were not for 
our blessed Lord Jesus,:-who knows what 
awful havoc siti would have worked out in 
your life and mine?’ Do we thank him 
enough for what heh’. done? Are there 
some in this school who have not yet 
yielded their lives to him, as Saviour and 
Lord? Ate there still some here who 
are unsaved? What a story Mary Mag- 
dalene could tell of his love and his 
power if she could speak to us to-day! 
Well, she has been speaking to us from 
this lesson. Shall we learn from her life 
what a gracious and wonderful Lord we 
have, and yield ourselves to him? Let 
us pray. 


A L3tinxc Si0Bte 


TRUST HIM! 














we 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Jesus is tenderly calling thee home.” 
“What a friend we have in Jesus.” 
“When I survey the wondrous cross.” 
“There is no Name so sweet on earth.” 
“I need Thee every hour.” 

“I Am Thine, O Lord.” 

“Out of my bondage, sorrow and night.” 
“Just as I am.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm. book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“He ' helped’ * ‘(27 22-3). Psalm 16 : r-x1. 
our Heart” (210: 1, 2). 

? Psalm .103 : 1-14. 

“It Is Good to Sing Thy Praises” (184: 1, 2). 
Psalm 92: 1-5. 

“At Thy Right Hand” (160 : 1-3). 
Psalm 73 : 22-28. 





The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 

tions for this department; one dollar is 

paid for each illustration accepted, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet explaining the conditions of this 
department. ‘The full list of the lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will sent for 
ten cents in stamps. Failure to note the 
conditions means that good illustrations are 
constantly having to be rejected by the edi- 
tors, which might otherwise be available. 

Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the 
date of the lesson. 

Preference will be gives to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 

Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, though 
some on the Golden Text are also needed. 


Still “the Power of God.”—Mary that 
was called Magdalene, from whom seven 
demons had gone out (Luke 8:2). Speak- 
ing in London, Mrs. Dan Crawford told 
of a woman who, from her earliest years 
had been conscious of a strange presence 
within her. This mysterious something 
within her in some way brought good 
fortune to those whom whom she dwelt, 
and she became a person of great im- 
portance among the tribes. But as she 
grew older the evil in her got the upper 


hand, and her good influence turned to_ 


bad. Under the influence of this mad- 
ness she committed all kinds of .unspeak- 
able crimes. One day she came into the 
mission house and squatted down in front 
of the platform. The preacher was a 
young minister who had but a very ele- 
mentary knowledge of the native lan- 
guage, and when the time came for him 
to deliver his sermon words completely 
failed him, so, taking up his Bible, he 
read through Mark 5, and when he had 
finished it, not knowing what else to do, 
he read it again. The old woman listened 
with profound attention, and at the con- 
clusion she started up and began pray- 
ing to the unknown Power that had done 
so much for the afflicted man, to release 
her from her curse. In her intense pray- 
ing she foamed at the mouth, and at one 
time the onlookers thought she would fall 
down in a fit. But at last she sank on 
the ground, whispering, “I am freed, I 
am freed.” And freed she was, and for 
a long time she dwelt with Mrs. Craw- 
ford, a living testimony to the power of 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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God over the powers of evil.—From the 
Sunday School Chronicle. Sent by the 
“a J. A, Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


Why the Atheist Declined.—Mary 
that was called Magdalene, from whom 
seven demons had gone out (v. 2). Mr. 
Bradlaugh, the great Atheist, once chal- 
lenged Hugh Price Hughes to a debate 
on Christianity. Mr. Hughes replied 
with alacrity, “Most certainly; nothing 
would give me greater pleasure. But as 
conventional debates usually lead to noth- 
ing, let us have one on new lines. I will 
undertake to bring a hundred men and 
women of various sorts on to the plat- 
form of St. James’ Hall, and they shall 
witness to the saving work of Christ in 
their lives. You can cross-examine them 
as much as you like. But you, on your 
part, are to bring a hundred men and wo- 
men who have been redeemed from a sin- 
ful life by means of your atheistic teach- 
ing.” Needless to say that debate was 
never held.—From the British Weekly. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Streatham Hill, 
London, Eng. Prise illustration. (2) 


Treasuring His Sight.—And knew not 
that it was Jesus (John 20:14). A mil- 
itary chaplain was visiting a lad in hos- 
pital. Said the boy: “You must forgive 
me, sir, for not opening my eyes and look- 
ing at you. I should dearly like to see 
you, but doctor has said that I must open 
my eyes only a very few minutes each 
day, and father is coming soon, and I 
want to see him as much as ever I can.” 
Alas! when our Heavenly Father is near, 
how often are our eyes holden !—From 
the Sunday Circle. Sent by W. R. Clark, 
Redruth, Cornwall, Eng. 


Why We Go to Him.—Jesus saith unto 
her, Mary (v. 16). “A needle will move 
towards a magnet when once a magnet 
has moved near to it. It is ours to run 
to Jesus as if all the running were ours; 
but the secret truth is that the Lord runs 
towards us, and this is the very heart of 
the business."—From Charles H. Spur- 
geon. Sent by H. D. Kennedy, Elk 
Rapids, Mich. 


In the Dark.—Our soul hath waited 
for Jehovah: He is our help and our 
shield (Golden Text). “It is terribly 
hard to trust God and realize his hand in 
the dark passages of life,” said a man to 
his friend. And the reply came, “If you 
cannot trust a man out of your sight, he 
is not worth much.” When the chickens 
are under the wing of the mother bird 
they can see nothing, and the Divine 
Word is not “under his wings thou shalt 
see,” but “shalt trust.”—From the Toronto 
Globe. Sent by J. B. James, Toronto, 
Can. 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teacutnc. — Followers of 
Jesus will show their love to him. 

Introduction—Among Jesus’ followers 

were some women who gladly listened to 


- his teaching and helped in every way that 


they could. They were not called dis- 


| ciples, like Peter, Andrew, James, John, 








and Matthew, but they were true friends. 
Mary, the gentle mother of Jesus, was 
among them. One month ago we told 
how she cared for him when a baby, 
how she watched him grow through child- 
hood and youth, until he became a man. 
She kept many things hidden in her heart. 
She wanted to be near when her son, 
Jesus, was teaching, healing, or helping 
others. 


Lesson Story.—Mary Magdalene was a 
beautiful young woman, but she had an 
evil spirit, which made her do some very 
wrong and sinful things. When Jesus 
saw her, he felt sorry and cast out the 
evil spirit. After Mary was healed she 
became a devoted friend and follower, 
one of the women ready to help Jesus 
and his disciples. 

Mary Magdalene was among the wo- 
men who went to the Passover feast in 
Jerusalem with Jesus and his disciples. 
During that visit Jesus was arrested and 
put on the cross. When the women heard 
about it they gathered as close as pos- 
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sible to listen and to watch what hap- 
pened. They saw kind friends remove 
the body of Jesus from the cross to pre- 
pare it for burial. They followed when | 
he was carried to the garden and laid. 
in Joseph’s new tomb. They saw the) 
stone rolled before the door and soldiers 
placed on guard. 

Then these sorrowful women went to’ 
the home where they stayed to prepare 
spices to bring to the tomb. Before day- 
light on the first Easter Sunday morn- | 
ing Mary Magdalene and another Mary, 
with a group of women, hurried with 
their spices to the sepulchre, wondering 
who would roll away the heavy stone. | 
They found that it was rolled away. An 
angel said, He is not here; he is risen; 
Go, tell his disciples. It was Mary Mag- 
dalene who ran with the message and 
said, They have taken away the Lord out 
of the tomb, and we know not where they 
have laid him. The disciples -could not 
believe it, so Peter and John ran to see 
for themselves and found that it was true. 

Mary Magdalene returned and stood by 
the tomb weeping, and thinking, Jesus 
did so much for me. .What can I do for 
him? As she stooped to look into the 
tomb, an angel said, Woman, why weep- 
est thou? Mary Magdalene answered, 
Because they have taken away my Lord, 
and I know not where they have laid him. 

Just then she turned. A man _ stood 
near and asked the same question: Wo- 
man, why weepest thou? Mary Mag- 
dalene supposed that he was the gardener, 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 


Author of “ The Little Jetta Telling Bible Stories’ 
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— - 
—_— 
qua” _ 
—- > 
-_ 
_ a 

— = al a 
- 7? 


HYehn 2o: 4/ f). 9 


— seit 


~ ~ _ 





“THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


and said, If you have carried him away, 
tell me where you have laid him, and I 
will take him away. 

The man said— Mary.- She knew 
the kind voice of Jesus, and answered, | 
Teacher. Jesus said to her, Go, and tell | 
my disciples. So Mary Magdalene went 
and said to them, I have seen the Lord. 
She told what Jesus had said to her. 
Wasn't it wonderful that Jesus appeared 
first of all to Mary Magdalene, and that 
she was the first to spread the glad tid- 
ings of a risen, living Christ? 

Since then many devoted women have 
been missionaries to carry the same good 
news to all parts of. the world. Some 
of you may choose to do so when you 
are grown up. 

Closing Prayer Song.— 

“I cannot do great things for Him 
Who did so much for me; 
But I should like to: show my love, 
Dear’ Jesus, unto Thee — 
Faithful in very little things, 
‘ O Saviour, may.I be.” 
(Songs for Little. People, Pilgrim Press, Bos- 
ton, $1.25; postage, 10 cts.) 
Peoria, ILL. 
5 4 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew . 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. The Marys among Jesus’ friends. , 
2. Mary Magdalene’s grateful service. 











John 2e : 78. 





HEN she was a little girl she did 

not like her name at all — she longed 

for a “book name,” like Helen or Marion, 
in “Scottish Chiefs,” or Genevieve or 
Dorothy in certain poems she liked. Mary 
was sO commonplace and unromantic! 
Why, there were five Marys in her class 
at school, and the worst of all were the 
Mary Lous and the Mary Sues and the 
Mary Kates! But by and by, after she 
had read more in the best Book of all, 
she began to like plain Mary better. And 
after a certain happy Easter-time, when, 
for the first time, she heard Jesus say, 
with gentle reproach, “Mary,” to that 
weeping woman at his empty tomb, she 
would not have changed her old-fashioned | 
name for any other among women! And_ 
now she is waiting and longing to hear 
him call her, “Mary,” when she, too, shall | 
see him face to face and know her | 
“Teacher” as Mary Magdalene did, that | 
happy morning long ago. (1) | 
1. In order to separate this Mary’s 
name from those others among the spe- | 





cial friends of our Lord, and to clear | 
it of the stigma which has somehow 
become associated -with it through the 


ages (is it not largely the fault of the 
inaccurate teachings of the Roman church, 
in those “dark ages” when the Scrip- 
tures were a sealed book?) and for which 
there is not the slightest ground in. the 
Bible, let us learn the names of those wo- 
men, “who ministered unto him” -during 
the days of his flesh. (2) 

Ask one girl to make a careful list of 
those women, using these references for 
her material, eliminating duplicates: Mat- 
thew 27:55, 56, 61; and 28:1; Mark 15: 
40, 41, 47;-and 16:1 and 8; Luke 8: 1-3, 
and. 23: 49, 55; 24: 10.and 11; John 19: 
25 and. 20:1-18 and Acts 2:14,.. Her | 
list will be about this — there being, some 
difficulty. in identifying “the other Mary” | 
mentioned: Mary .Magdalene, whose 
name most often. heads the list. and. is 
most often mentioned, in all some. twelve 
times, separately, by the four writers; 
Mary, the mother of James and_Joses; 
Salome, the wife of. Zebedee and mother 
of James and the. beloved apostle, John; 
Joanna, the. wife of Herod’s steward, one 
Chuza; Susanna; the sister of Jesus’ 
mother, who may have been also the wife 
of Cleopas, whose name was also. Mary; 
and Mary the mother of Jesus — seven or 
eight in this group, who loved him with 
such devotion that they were always near 
when others fled, and were certainly the 
first to believe after his resurrection, 
some of them the first to see him — was 
it because they had loved him best? (3) 

2. They all ministered to Jesus in some 
way, “of their substance,” says Luke of 





three of them, but of them all only one 
had been touched by his miraculous heal- 
ing power, Mary Magdalene, out of whom 
he had cast seven demons. But not of 
her, nor any of the others, is there the 
least intimation of their having been not- 
able sinners, like that poor woman “who 
was a sinner,” who washed Jesus’ feet 
with her tears and wiped them with 
her hair. It is she whom popular fancy 
identifies with Mary of Magdala — but 
not the inspired writers. Read carefully 
Luke 7 and 8 to make sure of this. Nor, 
of course, can Mary of Magdala and Mary 
ef Bethany (can she have been “the other 
Mary” .of -Matthew 28:1?) who broke 
her alabaster box for Jesus just before 
his crucifixion, be confused. (4) 

It would be hard to decide which of 
these two Marys loved her Lord-better — 
apparently Mary of’ Bethany understood 
him better, but to Mary of Magdala he 
granted the first sight.of himself on res- 
urrection day. and.to her he gave his first 
commission to “go and tell” of his new 
life. (5) 

Was this because she, of all his fol- 
lowers, loved him most utterly? John’s 
story of her. grief over his death and 
missing body bears this out. And when 
that bitter sorrow was suddenly turned 
into overwhelming joy at the certainty 
of Jesus’ actual. presence, she would have 
clung to him bodily, had he not forbade 
her, though he, shertly after, let the other 
women “take hold of his feet” and wor- 
ship him. Perhaps the reason he gave 
her had been removed—he may have 
ascended into the presence of his Father 
—but certainly he treated: no two dis- 
ciples alike, knowigg that no two are 
alike in their needs and temptations. No 
two of us need just the same emphasis 
in his teachings to lead us to true wor- 
ship. (6) 

The joy with which Mary Magdalene 
obeyed him that day throbs through that 
whole chapter of John’s story like a re- 
curring note in perfect music. 

And so he will speak to every girl in 
your group—so she may answer when 
he speaks. And to every one he will 
give some commission to “go and tell” 
some other of his love and power. 


Home Study 
Make a list of all the women who 
loved Jesus when he lived on earth. Can 
you add your name to that list — now? 


Decatur, Ga. 
we 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Seven devils. 

Discussion: What does it mean to say 
that one is “possessed”? Possessing 
this typewriter, can I make it write 
every day — evil or goed? What makes 
the message of the typewriter — the fac- 
tory which produced. it, or ‘the operator 
who controls it? Whois handling the 
levers of your. life? 

Objective: Let: Christ “turn the ras- 
cals out’ and himself. take control. . 











AY, fellows, all your. life you will 

hear of Mary:Magdalene. She is im- 
-mortalized because of her loyal friend- 
ship to Jesus;. begun; first by his great 
kindness to. her.» There are not. many 
things to know. about this Mary, but they. 
are- well-werth knowing. Her: home was 
in Magdala on.the western side of Gali- 
lee. - Somewhere Jesus had met her. and 
by the word of.his power cast seven 
devils out of her: She ever. afterward 
followed.him,.giving*her gratitude; her 
sympathy, and_her- money: in support of 
his ministry. 

Now, fellows, thé thing which most 
excites. your curiosity in that brief sketch 
is the incident of the seven devils. Mary 
Magdalene is pictured by the artists as a 
very beautiful woman, and we are bound 
to admire her character as shown by 
the way she treated Jesus. After all, this 
is the most vital test of your character 
and mine — the.way we treat Jesus. Mary 
Magdalene -registered high in that test. 

Yet at one time she was the tenant- 
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house of seven devils! And Jesus came 
into her life and cast the seven devils out. 
What sort of devils were they? How 
did they show themselves? What sort of 
woman did they make of Mary Mag- 
dalene? Why was she so evidently glad 
to get rid of them? What became of the 
devils, and what kept them from getting 
back into their former tenant-house? 
Are there any such devils about now? 
These are natural questions about a 
supernatural thing, and they are hard to 
answer. The only way I know to profit 
by thinking of them is to ask myself a 
few questions in the same connection. Do 
devils bother me? Are any devils living 
in me? How do they show themselves? 
How can I get rid of them? , 
Suppose you name your seven devils. 


Be frank with yourself and make a can- ' 


did list of your seyen evil tenants. What 
would you call them? Is there a family 
of seven sheltering itself and exploiting 
itself in you— your life— your body — 
your mind? If so, then Devil Selfishness 
must be the father of them all. That old 
devil puts into action about every other 
member of the seven-devil family. Dante’s 
picture of “the seven scars on the sancti- 
fied forehead” ‘included Pride, Envy, 
Anger, Intemperance, Lust, Covetousness, 
and Spiritual Sloth. Maybe you wouldn’t 
name your seven devils exactly that way, 
but you can name them, no doubt, if you 
are willing to do it. Think over your 
past seven days. How many of your 
seven devils played a part in the pro- 
gram? 

These are not pleasant thoughts, fel- 
lows, and they would not be profitable, 
either, were it not your privilege and mine 
to come again to Mary Magdalene, and 
through her fine character, her cleansed 
and broken heart, her loyalty and her 
faith (and her experience!) take another 
step forward and think of Christ—Christ, 
who cast out of her life everything that 
was spoiling it,—had spoiled it, — and 
made her over, into the lovely character 
you see standing weeping before his 
tomb; weeping, but suddenly transfixed 
with joy at the sight of her risen Master 
—and then with flying feet to tell the 
glad news! . 

Fellows, I would rather have had 
Mary’s privilege that morning than to be 
the American Ambassador in London 
cancelling the debts of the world! And 
that’s your privilege and mine. Christ 
can cast out of our lives the dominion of 
sin — and we can be the publishers of the 
world’s greatest news. 


Greenssoro, N. C. 





(“ The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By H. McAllister Griffiths 





August 12, What Can Be Done Toward Abol- 
ishing Poverty? Luke 16 : 19-30. 
August 19. How to Get On in Life. 
8 : 1-18. 

August 26. Lessons in the School of Prayer. 
Matt. 18 : 19, 20; 21 : 18-22. 

September 2. Lessons from the Psalms. 9. 


Deut. 


A Singing Psalm. Psa. 96:1-13. (Con- 
secration meeting.) 
Sunday, August 5 
Lessons from the Psalms. 8. A Nature 


Psalm (Psa. 104 : 1-35)- 
(Outdoor Consecration Meeting) 





Mon.—God in nature (Rom. 1: 16-23). 
Tues.—A lesson from flowers (Matt. 6: 


34). 
Wed.—The grass’s message (1 Pet. 1: 
24, 25). 
Thurs.—The dumb ox (Isa. 1: 2-9). 
Fri—The roar of the sea (Luke 8: 22-25). 
Sat.—Night and ignorance (Rom. 13: 11- 
14). 











What lesson have you learned from nature? 

How does nature witness to the reality of 
God? 

How does nature inspire you? 


NE who misses the voice of God in 
nature does not know him as he can 
be known. How fair and how marvelous 
an exhibit of God’s wisdom may be seen 
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Lesson for August § 


Cant 
Sleep ) 


When Coffee 
disagrees 
Drink 

Postum 


- gq Reason” 


“There? 
(7 


in the design of things! ‘The whole world 
ei nature fairly cries out the voice of 





we 
All things visible are subject to decay. 
Even the flower which so fragrantly 
blooms to-day will be wind-blown dust 
to-morrow. God alone is changeless. And 
all the beauty of this world, showing 
forth his might and love as it does, could 
never lead us to know him as we can 
know him through Jesus Christ, his Son, 
our Lord. But once knowing him, the 
Clories of his world of nature grow upon 
us, steadily becoming more symbolic of 
the shortness of our flowerlike lives, of 
his everlasting eternity, and of the ever- 
blessed fellowship we shall enjoy with 
him in the beauty of his new and fadeless 

creation. m 


It is the modest, not the presumptuous, 
inquirer who makes.a real and safe prog- 
fess in the discovery of divine truths. One 
follows nature and nature’s. God; that 
is; -he follows Godin his works and in 
his Word.—Viscount Bolingbroke. 


“The primal duties shine aloft, like stars; 

The charities that-soothe and heal and bless 

Are scattered at the feet of men like 
flowers.” —Wordsworth. 


“There is a pleasure in the pathless woods; 
There is a rapture in the lonely shore; 
There is a society where none intrudes, 
By the deep sea, and music in its roar: 

I love not man the less, but nature more.” 
—Byron. 


“To him who in the love of nature holds 
Communion with her visible forms, she 
speaks 

A various language; for his gayer hours 
She has a voice of gladness and a smile 
And eloquence of beauty, and she glides 
Into his darker musings, with a mild 
And healing sympathy, that steals away 
Their sharpness, ere he is aware.”—Bryant. 


“Heaven’s ebon vault 
Studded with stars unutterably bright, 
Through which the moon’s unclouded 
grandeur rolls, _. 
Seems like a canopy which Love has spread 
To curtain her sleeping world.” —Shelley. 
b 
“Full many a gem of purest ray serene 
The dark unfathom’d caves of ocean bear; 
Full many a flower is born to blush unseen, 
And waste its sweetness on the desert air.” 
—Thomas Gray. 


- 
“So oft the doing of God’s will 
Our foolish wills undoeth! 
” And yet what idle dream breaks ill, 
Which morning-light. subdueth? 
‘And who would ‘murmur and misdoubt 
When God's great sunrise finds him out?” 
’ —Elizabeth Barrett Browning. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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Conference at Montrose 


HE General Bible Conference at 

Montrose, Pa., under the directorship 
of Dr. R. A. Torrey, takes place from 
July 27 to. August 5, and following it 
there will be a Prophetic Conference, Au- 
gust 6-12, under the auspices of Dr. A. C. 
Gaebelein, editor of Our Hope, with such 
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speakers as Dr. Gaebelein himself, Dr. 
Walter McMillin, of Philadelphia; Dr. 
Ford €. Ottman, author of “Unfolding of 
the Ages”; Dr. A. Gordon MacLennan, 
of Philadelphia; Mr. Sidney T. Smith, 
of Winnipeg, Can., and, it is hoped, Mrs. 
Finley J. Shepard, of New York, for one 
address on the Bible. Full information 
may be had from R. M. Honeyman, Ex- 
ecutive Secretary, Montrose, Pa. 





[ Children at Home 





New Testament 
Arithmetic Problems 


Suggested by Keith L. Brooks 
Bible Institute of Los Angeles 


The Purpose of the Problems 





To give you practise in locating Scripture. 
To fix in your mind some important Bible 
numbers. 


To refresh your memory on some familiar Bible 
storica. 


To lead you to some helpful facts about the 
Bible. 


To try you out in addition, subtraction, multi- 
plication, and division. 


Problem 10 


IVIDE the number that were saved 

on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2: 
41) by the number of disciples referred 
to in Matthew 20:24 and divide this 
again by the amount which a certain man 
owed his fellow servant (Matt. 18: 28), 
and it will give you the number of the 
chapter in John’s Gospel that is called 
“the New Birth Chapter” of the Bible. 

Which chapter is it? ‘ 


ve 


jolly Times with Dolls 
' That Grow 


"' By Gertrude Walton 


F COURSE: Lera would not come 
with her: dolls. to spend Saturday 
afternoon when it was raining so that 
Lola could scarcely see across the street. 
“I’m tired of Posy and Petty. Lera 
and I always trade dolls when we play,” 
Lola whined as she watched Mother 
Draper shell corn in a pan for her 
chickens. Lola picked out a smooth 
white cob and tried to rub the grains off 
like her mother did, when all at once 
she cried: 

“I can have Korn Dolls with eyes. 
They already have ears.” 

So Lola pulled out two grains on the 
ear of corn for each eye and placed coal 
in the holes where the grains were. Then 
she pulled out four grains for a mouth 
and put strips of red apple peel in the 
space, with a bit of peeling for a nose. 
After she twisted paper for arms and 
made a fluffy yellow paper dress, she 
asked, 

“Isn’t Kora Korn pretty, mother?” 

She made other Korn dolls with potato 
peel, raisin and hazelnut eyes, with strips 
of carrot and beets for mouths. White 
cobs were made into dolls, also, with 
bits of pickles pinned into cobs for eyes, 
while some had cloth and bead eyes. 

“See, Karrie Kob has pop eyes,” and 
Lola held up a cob doll with button eyes 
while Mother Draper was peeling pota- 
toes. 

“I can have potato dolls, for they al- 
ready have eyes,” Lola exclaimed, as she 
picked up a. potato with a round head on 
a round body, as potatoes sometimes 
grow. She cut faces in potatoes with 
strips of pumpkin rinds and cabbage 
leaves for eyes, and on some she pinned 
cloth and paper faces. and dressed the 
dolls in funny frilly clothes. 

“Prim Polly Potato must stand all the 
time, for she can not. sit.down,” Lola 
giggled as Mother Draper prepared cab- 
bage, beets, and sweet potatoes which 
she had brought from the cellar. 

“Cabbages have heads, so I'll have a 
cabbage doll.” 

“Yes, cabbages have hearts, too,” 


Mother Draper added as Lola pinned 
brown beans for eyes into the cabbage 
and a red paper nose, mouth, and ears. 
How pretty’ Katie Kabbage looked in her 
green paper hat and skirt. 

“Sweet potatoes have yellow skins like 
Chinese, and beets have red skins liké 
Indians,” Mother Draper explained. And 
before you would scarcely believe it, 
Lola made a clever Chinese doll, with 
slanting eyes of dough and standing on 
legs of macaroni, with a braid of hair 





435 


made from yarn, and a hat from bits 
of brown felt. 

“Now Sammy Sweet Potato may watch 
me make a suit for Billy Beet,” Lola 
cried, as she stuck chicken feathers 
around the beet for an Indian cap after 
she had made its face with bits of apple. 

“Oh, the dolls are jollier every: min- 
ute,” she cried. 

“And the best part of it is that your 
dolls grow, too,” Mother Draper added. 

Oskavoosa, Iowa. 











accessible to many of the 
and young women whose 





Where Can My Boy Get a 
Christian College Education ? 


At WHEATON — not the only place, indeed, but 

one of the few, where you can be sure that sound 
faith and sound college training are working together 
for the full-rounded training of the student. 


a 


Consider what that greatly needed combination 
really means. It is real at Wheaton. 


a“ 
And because Wheaton wants to be available and 





finest type of young men 
worth is not measured by 


their means, Wheaton therefore invites the support of 
those who would like to work together with the college 
in the training of such lives for highest usefulness. 


ae ; 
Wheaton receives about one-fourth of its income 
from endowments, only one-half from tuitions, and 
one-fourth from — well, from givers like yourself ! 
r 


Will you consider Wheaton as your partner in 
making a direct investment in Christian education ? 
Please address, for full information, President Charles 
A. Blanchard, Wheaton, Illinois. 











For Relaxation 
DRAGON’S END 


By Josspuine Hors Westervecr 
Author of “The Lure of the Skin,” 


(Just published.) Interesting missionary story for 
young people depicting stirring times in the interior 
of China, and giving the call to missions. $1.25 


FATHER AND SON 


By Puiu E. Howarp 


Preparing for Fatherhood ; The First Few Years ; 
When He foins “The Bunch”; His Book Shelf; 
Taking Him Into Your Confidence; Are You His 
Chum? What Guests Shall He Know? His Re- 
ligion ; The Girl Problem; His Life Work; Break- 
ing Heme Ties. book that will help oval 

1 





father to be a better father. 
SIMPLES FROM THE MASTER’S GARDEN 
By Anniz Trumsutt SLOssoNn 


A series of short character sketches, picturing peo- 
le in humble walks of life who silently teach great 
Recone. Illustrated gift-book style. $1.50 





ON YOUR VACATION 


There’s always a time when you say, “I wish I had a good book to read.” 
Think before you go, and 


TAKE ALONG A BOOK OR TWO 


For Study 


REIGNING IN LIFE 
By J, East Harrison 


Heart-to-heart talks with Christians on God’s pro- 
vision for victory over sin during this present life. 
A book fore hnngering hearts. $1.50 


GRACE 

; By Lewis Spzrry CHarer 

In this careful study, Grace is shown to be the very 
heart of Christianity. The fundamental distinctions 
between Law and Grace are shown, with practical 
applications to every-day life, includi a pi 
analysis of the Sabbath question. or great value 
to every Christian, and especially important for soul- 
winners. A complete answer to every form of Mod- 
ernism, Legalism, and Seventh-Dayism, $1.50 


IS THE BIBLE THE WORD OF GOD? 


By the Rev. W. Granam Scroccie. 





A comprehensive and convincing argumeni fos 
the plenary inspiration of the Bible from external 
and internal evidence. $1 





have time to enjoy it. 





A good book is most enjoyable when you 


Vacation’s the time! 














THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY, 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia 
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The Sanday Schoo! Gimes 


Philadelphia, July 21, 1923 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Advertising Rates 


go cents per line, $12.60 per inch, each 
insertion (fourteen lines to the inch). 
For detailed information address The 
Religious Press Association, 800-803 
Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia. 

The paper is not sent to any subscriber 

eonend the time paid for, except by spe- 

cial request. 


Subscription Rates 
The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers in the United States and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 


postage. 

$1 50 Five or more copies, either 
° to separate addresses or in a 

package to one address, $1.50 each, per 

year, . 

2 00 One copy, or any number of 
$ ° copies less than five, $2 each, 
per copy. One copy, five years, 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


a FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the above rates plus 
so. cents each for foreign postage. That is: 
one copy, one year, $2.50; five or more copies, 
either to separate addresses or in a package 
to one address, $2 each per year. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Please be sure to state the old as well 
as the new address whenever you request 
a change in your address. If in a club, 
please give name and address of your 
club organizer, and allow two full weeks 
for, the change to be made. 


The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Gordon 


Theological, Missionary, Religious- 
Educational College course of 
years,college degree of Th. B, Grad- 
uate School of ‘Theology. 3-year 
course, degree of B.D. An em- 
bodiment of the,highest ideals of evangelical culture 
and unity. 


NATHAN R, WOOD, President 
Gordon College of Theology and Missions, 








—— 





Mass. 














~onsenaneneag eat 


WANTED: AN ASSISTANT EDITOR 


*® for Sunday-school publications. 
Able to write, and to edit manuscripts. Good educa- 
tion, Bible knowledge, sound evangelical faith, Sun- 
day-school experience, good team worker. No fads. 
Under 45. Address, Editor, 447 Hansberry Street, 
Philadelphia. 


N o Soap Better 


' ——— For Your Skin—— 


Than Cuticura 
Gas elo 

















An exquisite gift booklet 


The Nazarene 


By Henry Weston Frost - 


Home Director, China Inland Mission 





The story of Jesus, glimpsed 
through the longings and ex- 
periences of the beloved apos- 
tle John, as a boy, as a fisher- 
man, as a disciple, and as a 
prophet. 

‘‘A narrative poem of spiritual 
weight and illuminating reali- 
ty...a true eontribution to 
devotional literature.” 


40 cents, postpaid 


Times COMPANY 
Philadelphia 


SunDAyY ScHOOL 
Walnut Street, - 


THE 


1031 





‘ ficing love the little ones be trained in the 








Following.the Home Daily Bible Read- 
ings on the International Uniform Sunday 
ns, issued by the International 

Sunday Sch 


Leaders or Laggers 


Ta of a state legislature “resolv- 
ing” (as did that of South Dakota a 
few months ago), “That the churches and 
Sunday-schools be constrained to inten- 
sify their work and to extend it to every 
child within their respective spheres of 
influence. That parents be adjured to ex- 
ert every effort to restore the old-time in- 
fluence of the home in molding the lives 
of their children, for the development of 
conscience and morality; that the family 
altar be restored, and that in self-sacri- 


ool Committee. 


simple virtues of truthfulness, honesty 
and respect for the rights of others.” 

If churches will not take the lead, 
legislatures must. The object of the res- 
olutions (of which the foregoing were 
only a part) was to point out that the 
only effectual antidote to the “unprece- 
dented crime wave sweeping America” is 
a return to “the inculcation of morality, 
spirituality and conscience in the young, 
in church, school, and home.” 


July 30 to August 5 

Mon.—Luke 8: 1-3. Mary Magdalene Healed. 

Mary Magdalene was not alone in her 
gratitude and ministry. Many other 
healed women “ministered unto him.” He 
had given of his spiritual and physical 
best unto them, and was not ashamed to 
receive from them the alms of their love. 

PRAYER SucceEstTIons: “Jf so much ra- 
tional moral statesmanship can come to 
a head at Pierre [see Introduction above}, 
why not in other state capitals as well?” 
asks a prominent Presbyterian paper. 
Why not pray to this end? 


Tues.—Luke 7 : 36-50. A Sinful Woman Saved. 


Some have imagined that this ‘was 
Mary Magdalene, but not necessarily so. 
As one writer has pointed out, there may | 
be (and perhaps often is) “unhappy. de- 
moniacal possession” without the “con- 
scious entertainment of diabolic impur- 
ity.’ 





PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: There is hope 
at the Cross for the “most hopeless” of | 
sinners: for moral inebriates, for ciga- | 


rette wrecks, for the burnt-out souls and | 
bodies of sin’s victims, for EvERY hell- | 


bound prodigal, whether man or woman, | 
who will penitently throw up his or her 
hands and face Godward. Pray! 
Wed.—Matthew 27 : 54-56. 

The Last at the Cross. 

Is there any human ministry surpass- 
ing that which grows out of sanctified 
womanly devotion? That devotion which 
sees not the mere human object, but which 
is centered in Christ above. 

Prayer Svuccestions: “Watch and 
pray” against all the wiles of the devil: 
“Inordinate affection,” triangle entangle- 
ments, groundless surmises, envies and 
jealousies, carnal curiosity, and every sub- | 
tle strategem of the evil one. 
Thurs.—Luke 23 : 50-56. | 
Following to the Tomb. 

How little these women dreamed, when 
they. “came with him from Galilee,” of | 
all that was so soon to occur! None of | 
us knows what a day will bring forth, 
but we know that God is in the future. | 


PrayeER SuGcestions: God’s special de- * 


votion extends to all whose special de- 
votion extends to him (Prov. 8:17).| 
What ground for gratitude and praise! | 
Praise God for his unbounded love and 
watch care, his supply of every need. 
Fri.—Mark 16 : 1-9. 
First at the Empty Tomb. | 
Mary Magdalene, one of the last at 
Jesus’ burial, one of the first at the) 
empty tomb, and now (v. 9) the first} 
to whom the risen Lord appeared. Oh, 
how Jesus loves to save and to honor 
earth’s hopelessly outcast, provided they 


| 
| 

































will but turn to him! Can you distin- 
guish the four Marys of the four Gos- 
pels? 

Prayer SuGGEsTIONS: There is @ sense 
in which Every Mary and EVERY woman 
is, or has been, a Mary Magdalene, or a 
“simner” (7:37), at some point in her 
nature; else there would be no 1+ wd of 
Christ as A Saviour. 

Sat.—John 20 : 11-18. 
The First to See the Risen Christ. 

Beautiful is Annie Richardson Ken- 
nedy’s comment on verse 16 (“A Year in 
John’s Gospel,” -Fleming H. Revell, New 
York, $2): “He calleth his own sheep 
by name—‘Mary ! ‘Rabboni,’ is her reply, 
. . . the debtor’s word, .. . the servant’s 
word, the lover’s word, . . . the pilgrim’s 
word of, expectation. By and by. I shall 
be summoned ‘into his very presence and 
be at home.” 

Prayer: “Rabboni, my Master! I am 
Thy bondslave, bound with cords of love 
that cannot be broken. Nothing can sever 
from Thee! What happy servitude -is 
mine! ... Daily, there ts joy and con- 
tentment in Thee. There is none to com- 
pare with Thee, O Christ! Thou dost 
call Thine own by name, even a new 
name. Amen.” (Mrs. Annie Richardson 
Kennedy.) 

Sun.—Psalm 45 : 1-8. 
The Song of the Redeemed. 

“Shoshannim” (see title), meaning 
“lilies,” seems to connect this psalm with 
the Passover season, reminding of bond- 
age, redemption, regality; but does it not 
even :nore look forward to the consum- 
mation of that larger redemption, when 
the King of glory shall reign over the 
whole earth? The local or the latter sig- 
nificance, which is the larger? 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
thousands who on this, the Lord’s Day, 
are forgetting God: “lovers of ‘pleasures 
more than lovers of God,” neglecters of 
moral obligations, unmindful of the house 
of worship. Pray for your pastor, your 
church, your Sunday-school, Pray for this 
evening's “union services” in many places. 


(Lesson for August 5) JULY 21, [923 


Conferences at Stony Brook 


N ADDITION to the Victorious Life 
Conference, ending July 22, the Stony 
Brook Assembly announces other con- 
ferences to be held this summer at Stony 
Brook, Long Island, N. Y., as follows: 
July 25 to 29: The Bible School 
Workers’ Conference, under the leader- 
ship of the Brooklyn Sunday School 
Union. 
July 30 to August 4: Conference on 
the Present State of the Church. Dr. 
John F. Carson, leader. The keynote of 


: this conference is “Loyalty to Our Divine 
Lord.” 


August 5.to 10: Christian Citizenship 


- Conference, under the direction of the 
| National Reform Association of Amer- 


ica. ests 
August 19 to 24:--Conference for the 
Study of Sacred Prophecy. Dr. Ford 
C. Ottman, leader. 

August 25 to September 2: General 
Bible Conference. Dr. John F. Carson, 
leader. The Hon. William Jennings Bryan 
will lecture on the evenings of August 
25 and 26. | 








PAY US MONTHLY 


Scofield Reference Bible 


$1.00 Down and $1.00 fer h 
EQUALS A COURSE IN BIBLE STUDY 
Bibles sent postpaid. Send for Catalogue 
NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY 
427 S. Dearborn Street, Chicago, ill. 


BRONZE TABLETS 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St.. New York City. 


PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, Hymn Boards, Collection Plates,etc. 


Globe Furniture Company, fucac\ tichene 















































fifty persons. 


Each tent visits about four towns during the 


summer. 


With the crowded children’s services in the 
afternoons, andthe crowded services for grown- 
ups in the evenings, thousands are reached who 
never before have heard the Gospel. 


And you should hear the singing,— see the 
rapt attention to the Gospel messages, note 
the spiritual hunger, and tal 
converts who have in these wonderful meetings 


found the Lord. 


Philadelphia. 








Each of the two tents of the Belgian Gospel 
Mission accommodates about four hundred and 


Here is direct, effective evangelism. 
you share in it by your gifts? Now is the time! 
C. G. Trumbull, Treasurer, 1031 Walnut Street, 


THE BELGIAN GOSPEL MISSION, Mr. and Mrs. Ralph C. Norton, Directors 


This is the time 
for tent-meetings 
in Belgium— 


And such meetings as would rejoice your heart ! 








with glad-hearted 


Will 
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